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BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

FROM: CHIEF PLANNING CONTROL OFFICER REPORT NUMBER H37 

TO: DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE DATE OF MEETING: 28 May 2008 

 
 
DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT OF DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE FOR 2007/08  
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT  
 
1.1 This report summarises the work of Development Committee for the year 2007-08 
 
2. RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1 That the information contained within this report be noted.   
 
2.2 The Committee is able to resolve these matters.   
 
3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
3.1 There are no direct financial implications anticipated.   
 
4. RISK MANAGEMENT  
 
4.1 There are no significant risks anticipated  
 
5. KEY INFORMATION 
 
5.1 Article 7.05 of the Council’s Constitution provides that:   
 

“The Development Committee must report annually to Overview and Scrutiny 
(Community Services) Committee on its performance with particular reference to 
those decisions taken contrary to policy, decisions taken contrary to officer 
recommendations and also relating to its performance on appeals”. 

 
5.2 In addition, the meeting of Strategy Committee on 11 October 2001, resolved:   
 

“That the Head of Natural and Built Environment and the Director of Corporate 
Services make an annual report to Overview and Scrutiny Committee concerning the 
number, cost and outcome of planning appeals, the use of consultants generally and 
any contributions from applicants or potential applicants”. 

 
5.3 In the interests of good stewardship a report has been made annually to Development 

and Overview and Scrutiny Committees about the contributions obtained from 
developments through Section 106 Obligations.  Overview and Scrutiny (Community 
Services) Committee asked at its meeting of 12 July 2005 that Development 
Committee also reports to it on: 
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• the planning delivery grant 
• staff retention and recruitment 
• support for rural businesses 

 
5.4 At its meeting on 13 June 2007, the Development Committee asked for further 

scrutiny of the system for recording payments due under Section 106 Planning 
Obligations and for information on payments to be readily available to Members.  The 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee at its meeting on 24 July 2007 also requested that 
additional information be provided to show the monies paid and the parishes in which 
the monies have been spent.   

 
6. THE WORK OF DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
6.1 The Development Committee primarily considers planning and associated 

applications for the development of land and buildings.  It does, however, receive and 
debate reports relating to the formulation and adoption of planning policies as well as 
other land-use planning matters.   

 
7. DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
7.1 In 2007/08 Development Committee met on 12 occasions.  At each meeting a 

schedule of planning and associated applications has been presented to the 
Development Committee for consideration along with reports on other matters.  Table 
1 provides an overview of the number of items considered by the Development 
Committee together information on public speaking and site visits.   

 
TABLE 1 
 

2004/05 2005/06* 2006/07 2007/08 

Schedule length 10 - 26 8 - 21 7 - 24 9-21 
Average schedule length 17 14.9 (14) 15 15 
Other reports  18 13 5 10 
Reports from other HoS 3 2 1 0 
Public speaking - parish 
council 

14 12 (13) 4 14 

Public speaking - 
applicant 

55 61 (64) 61 57 

Public speaking - objector 25 28 (32) 27 19 
Public speaking - total 94 101 (109) 92 90 
Ward member speaking 21 20 (23) 16 16 
Committee member 
acting as Advocate 

0 0 0 0 

Site inspections 41 40 (41) 37 24 
Average duration of 
meetings 

3 hrs 40 3 hrs 47  
(3hrs 45) 

4hrs 23 3hrs30 

Average duration of item 
per meeting (minutes) 

13 15 (16) 17 14 

 
Source: Departmental Records   
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* figures for 2005/06 exclude the additional meeting held to consider HMS Ganges - 
those in brackets include that meeting 

 
7.2 Specific information requests have been made either by the Development Committee 

or the Overview and Scrutiny Committee in the past concerning particular applications 
types or decisions.  In particular:   

 
• decisions made contrary to the recommendation of the Chief Planning Control 

Officer,   
• grants of planning permission not in accordance with the Development Plan 

policies, and,   
• decisions relating to development by businesses in rural areas.   
 
Table 2 produced below contains information relating to the first category.  Information 
on applications not in accordance with the Development Plan is contained in Table 3 
while information relating to development by businesses is contained in Appendix 1.   
 
TABLE 2 
 

2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 

Recommendation of 
refusal overturned 

21 18 16 9 

Recommendation of 
approval overturned 

13 12 4 15 

Total overturned 
expressed as a 
percentage of all 
Development Committee 
decisions 

12 14 20 13 

 
Source: Departmental Records   

 
8. TRAINING 
 
8.1 On 13 December 2005 Council accepted the recommendation of the Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee that Members of Development Committee (and their substitutes) 
be required to attend at least four half-days training in planning per year.  During 
2007/08 training sessions have been provided on the operation of the planning 
system, climate change, the local development framework and ethical and probity 
issues.  A DVD presentation was also given on “The Code of Conduct – The Code 
Uncovered”.  According to training records five Development Committee members 
were unable to undertake the required amount of training.  These were all substitutes 
with the exception of one member.   

 
9. DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 
 
 Planning Applications  
 
9.1 The following table provides an overview of the total number of applications received 

and determined annually, along with the details of the number approved.  It also 
provides details of the number of applications that were determined in accordance 
with the scheme of delegation expressed as a percentage of all decisions.   
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TABLE 3 
 

2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 

Applications received  1823  1857  1724 1723 
Applications determined   1793  1721  1599 1609 
Applications approved 1541  1485  1354  1357 
Percentage of approved 
applications   

80 86 85 84 

Percentage of delegated 
decisions   

85 88 87 91 

Departure approvals 
 

16 19 10 26 

 
Source: General Development Control PS1and PS2 Returns 

 
 Planning Appeals  
 
9.2 Decisions made by the District Council are subject to appeal, either because planning 

permission has been refused, conditions have been imposed upon the grant of 
permission, an enforcement notice has been served or an application has not been 
determined.  Table 4 provides further information relating to the number of appeals 
determined.   

 
TABLE 4 
 

2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 

Total number of appeal 
decisions 

41 42 53 48 

Number of decisions 
upheld 

27  29  38  34 

Percentage of decisions 
upheld 

66 69 72 79 

Written Representations 34 40 45 40 
Hearing 6 2 7 5 
Public Inquiry 1 0 1 3 

 
Source: Departmental Records   

 
Planning Performance  

 
9.3 Table 5 provides an overview of the annual performance of the Development Control 

Service against BVPI 109: The Determination of Planning Applications.  Current 
Government performance indicators require all local planning authorities to determine: 

 
• 60% of major applications (these include residential proposals for 10 or more 

dwellings or 1000 square metres of commercial floor space) within a period of 13 
weeks;  

• 65% of minor residential and commercial applications (which include proposals for 
up to 9 dwellings) within a period of 8 weeks; and  

• 80% of other applications (which are mainly householder and other smaller 
applications) within a period of 8 weeks.   
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TABLE 5 
 

2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 

Percentage of MAJOR 
applications determined 
on time 

57 68 62 71 

Percentage of MINOR 
applications determined 
on time 

57 70 60 57 

Percentage of OTHER 
applications determined 
on time 

74 84 77 76 

 
Source: General Development Control PS2 Return 

 
Planning Delivery Grant  

 
9.4 The Planning Delivery Grant regime has been in operation for approximately five 

years and is due to be replaced by the Housing and Planning Delivery Grant.  The 
new regime will focus upon the delivery of local development frameworks and a five 
year supply of housing land but local planning authorities will still be expected to 
achieve good performance levels when determining planning applications.  Based 
upon planning application performance in 2006/07 no award was made for 
Development Control in 2007/08 but a grant was received for planning policy 
formulation in recognition that the District is within a Growth Area.   

 
Human Resources  

 
9.5 High staff turnover continues to be an issue within the planning officer team and 

difficulties have been encountered with trying to replace a building control surveyor.  A 
detailed report was presented to the Human Resources Panel in September 2007 and 
as a consequence an additional planning officer has recently been appointed.  Some 
planning application work and the majority of the appeal casework has been handled 
by external consultants during the past year in response to the capacity issues that 
have arisen.   

 
10. BUILDING CONTROL  
 
10.1 Much of the work within the purview of Development Committee is delegated to 

officers, and this includes almost all work relating to the Building Regulations.  
Building Control is, like Development Control, a statutory function, but differs in being 
subject to outside competition from the private sector.  This competition is most 
apparent in large new commercial works and new housing schemes.  During 2007/08 
the District Council entered into partnership working arrangements with Ipswich 
Borough Council and Suffolk Coastal District Council.   

 
10.2 Table 6 provides an overview of the number of applications received by Building 

Council and the number of inspections undertaken.  It also provides an indication of 
the amount of work that has been retained.   
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TABLE 6  
 

2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 

Applications received 956 1013 945 993 
Inspections undertaken 10500 9767 9964 9358 
Percentage of new 
housing (by number) 
retained 

92 86 77 91 

Percentage of new 
commercial work (by 
value) retained 

96.5 73 91 89 

 
Source: Departmental Records   
 

11. PLANNING OBLIGATIONS  
  

11.1 Annually the contributions made by developers via planning obligation or Section 106 
agreements for the provision of services or facilities in mitigation of some of the effects 
of development.  Details of the contributions received during 2007/08 are contained in 
Appendix 2.  In response to concerns expressed by Members generally a procedure 
is being developed for the allocation of funds received for the provision of recreational 
facilities and will be the subject of a separate report to the appropriate committee later 
in the year.   

 
12. COMPLAINTS 
 
12.1 The District Council’s operates a formal complaints procedure for those individuals 

who are aggrieved with the level of service they have received.  Complainants who 
remain dissatisfied after going through this procedure may go on to pursue their 
complaint with the Local Government Ombudsman.  Nationally complaints about 
planning form a high proportion of the total, and Babergh is no exception.   

 
TABLE 7  
 

2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 

Complaints received 15 18 14 16 
Complaints pursued to 
Ombudsman 

11 2 4 1 

Ombudsman declined to 
investigate 

8 1 3 0 

Maladministration found 1 0 1 0 
 

Source: Departmental Records   
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13. APPENDICES 
 
 Appendix 1 – Summary of types of applications and decisions. 
 
 Appendix 2 – Planning Contributions (including affordable housing) 2008 
 
14. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
 None 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT:  Nick Ward, Chief Planning Control Officer   01473 825858  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H:\DOCS\Committee\REPORTS\Development\2008\Annual Report - 28-05-08.doc 


























