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BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

FROM:  Head of Natural and Built Environment REPORT NUMBER G142 

TO:         STRATEGY COMMITTEE DATE OF MEETING: 15 November 2007 

 
PIN MILL CONSERVATION AREA  

 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 

To advise Members of the results of the recent public consultation on Pin Mill conservation area; 
to seek approval for the adoption of the appraisal document as non-statutory supplementary 
planning guidance.  

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 That the Conservation Area Appraisal document (Appendix A) be adopted as non-statutory 

Supplementary Planning Guidance with immediate effect. 
 
 The Committee is able to resolve this matter.  
 
3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
3.1 None.   
 
4. RISK MANAGEMENT 
 

Risk Description Likelihood Seriousness or 
Impact 

Mitigation 
Measures 

Working on planning 
applications and appeals 
with inadequate and 
outdated (1972) information 

High Marginal Adopt new appraisal 
as recommended  

Council scores poorly on 
BVPI 219b, counting 
numbers of conservation 
areas with up to date 
completed appraisals 

Significant Marginal Adopt new appraisal 
as recommended 

Council not fulfilling its 
duties to ‘review from time 
to time’ its conservation 
areas under section 69 of 
Planning (Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 

Low Marginal Undertake further 
conservation area 
appraisal work  
(28 in District) 
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5. KEY INFORMATION 
 
5.1 The purpose of a conservation area appraisal is to define what is important about its character and 

appearance and to identify its important characteristics. It is also a vital tool to enable the active 
management of the conservation area. It identifies the area's special features and changing needs 
through a process which includes researching its historical development, carrying out a detailed 
townscape analysis and preparing a character assessment.  

 
5.2 A public consultation exercise was undertaken in August, September and October 2007.  This 

included letters to Chelmondiston Parish Council, Babergh’s local Members, Suffolk County 
Council, Suffolk Preservation Society and English Heritage, requesting their views on the draft 
appraisal and its proposals.  In addition an open evening was held on 26 September at the Sailing 
Club for members of the public to see the appraisal in exhibition format and give their views.  This 
was publicised locally by posters, appeared in the local paper as a result of our press release and 
about 30 local residents attended.  The appraisal document was also made available online at 
Babergh’s website, where a comments form could be downloaded.  A copy was also available for 
inspection at Babergh’s Planning reception with comments forms.   

 
5.3 Of 9 responses received at the open evening 7 were in favour of adopting the appraisal and 2 were 

undecided.  
 
5.4 Suffolk Preservation Society praised the document as ‘excellent’ and offered its support for the 

content and production.  They felt with such a preponderance of unlisted buildings, the area would 
benefit from the additional protection of an Article 4(2) Direction to control works such as the 
installation of windows. 

 
5.5 Subsequent to the open evening, a further 2 responses have been received, both in favour of the 

adoption of the appraisal.   
 
5.6 Chelmondiston Parish Council’s response said the appraisal was ‘interesting, concise and easy to 

read’ and approved of its being adopted.  They also asked that the photographs be updated; many 
were taken ten years ago and those still in the document have been checked against what exists in 
situ now, some have been changed to accord with text revisions.   

 
5.7 The Appraisal as now presented for adoption has therefore been amended to take account of these 

comments and corrects any other minor errors brought to our attention.  
 
6. APPENDICES  
 

(A) Pin Mill Conservation Area Appraisal 
 
7. BACKGROUND PAPERS REFERRED TO: 
 

Pin Mill Conservation Area correspondence and working file 
 
 
 
CONTACT: Patrick Taylor    DIRECT LINE: 01473 825852 
 
H:\DOCS\Committee\REPORTS\Strategy\2007\151107-PinMillConservationArea.doc 
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Prevailing & Former Usage
 
 
 
Whilst there may or may not have been a 
water mill in Pin Mill itself, to the west of 
Chelmondiston there once stood Elmer’s 
Mill, a post and roundhouse type 
windmill which was demolished in 1913.   
 
Chelmondiston also had its own brewery 
at one time and there was a smithy 
located in the former sand-pit off the lane 
down to Pin Mill.   
 
Although it can boast its own maltings, 
now converted to housing minus the malt 
kiln, Pin Mill itself is more nautically 
orientated in terms of former trades.  The 
Port of Ipswich’s bailiffs and burgesses 
held Admiralty Courts at the Butt & 
Oyster between 1546 and 1552.   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
There is a long tradition of boat building 
and repair at Pin Mill.  The annual 
Barge Match held in June celebrates the 
days of the Thames barge fleet that 
worked the east coast from the Medway 
up to Great Yarmouth.  Barges would 
stop off in Butterman’s Bay near Pin Mill 
to offload goods in transit for Ipswich, 
and beyond via the Gipping Navigation.  
Many of this fleet, at one time 5,000 
strong, were built in Ipswich or Harwich, 
but came to Pin Mill for repairs.  The 
local tradition of boat repair continues to 
this day.   
 
Also based at Pin Mill was a fleet of 
smacks and bawleys, 30 strong in 1844, 
that dredged the seabed near Harwich 
for ‘septaria’, which were transported up 
to Ipswich for the manufacture of Roman 
Cement.   
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Losses & Possible Gains
 
 
 
Whilst the painting and rendering of a 
number of the hamlet’s brick buildings 
could be regarded as a loss of original 
texture, it has actually increased the 
apparent diversity of materials there, 
more in line with an older Suffolk village.   
 
A few incongruous instances of poor 
design are to be regretted however:  a 
cement rendered bungalow with low-
pitched concrete roof tiles; a flat roofed 
weather-boarded extension on a red 
brick and slate cottage; rendered 
bungalow style double garages; flat 
roofed black weather-boarded extensions 
to the former maltings; one very 
prominent gabled detached house, part 
rendered, part brick and far too 
suburban in style for Pin Mill and a few 
instances of uPVC windows.   
 
 

 

 
 
Ubiquitous double yellow lines, 
attempting to keep the car in its place, 
succeed along the lane down to Pin Mill, 
and turn the corner at the end into where 
the road merges in a rather ill-defined 
manner with both the foreshore and 
private land of boatyard.   
 
This area has recently been tidied up in a 
rather utilitarian manner with bare 
concrete, galvanized railings and plastic 
seating.  A difficult task without losing 
the scruffy charm so characteristic of a 
working settlement like Pin Mill, where a 
delicate balance has to be struck between 
the needs of visitors and the local 
residents and businesses.   
 

 



 

References & Further Reading 
 
Chatwin, C P  1961  East Anglia and Adjoining Areas  British Regional Geology 
HMSO 
 
D.o.E. & D.o.N.H. 1994  Planning Policy Guidance: Planning & the Historic 
Environment (PPG 15)  HMSO 
 
D.o.E.  1978  List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historical Interest: District 
of Babergh: Parishes of … Little Waldingfield… 
 
Domesday Book  1986  Suffolk  Phillimore 
 
Dymond, D & Martin, E (eds.)  1988  An Historical Atlas of Suffolk  Suffolk County 
Council 
 
English Heritage  1995  Conservation Area Practice  HMSO 
 
English Heritage  2006  Guidance on Conservation Area Appraisals  HMSO 
 
Flint, B  1979  Suffolk Windmills  Boydell 
 
Goult, W  1990  A Survey of Suffolk Parish History  Suffolk County Council 
 
King, A J & Sanders, D L (eds)  1995  Pin Mill, a Suffolk Hamlet 
 
Pevsner, N  1976  The Buildings of England: Suffolk  Penguin 
 
Sandon, E  1969  A View into the Village  Terence Dalton 
 
Suffolk County Council  1997  Sites and Monuments Record 
 
Taylor, P  2005  Living in a Conservation Area  Babergh District Council 
 
Tithe Map & Apportionment 1839  Chelmondiston  Suffolk Records Office 
 
White, A  1977  Tideways and Byways in Essex and Suffolk  Ian Henry 
 
All maps in this document are based upon the Ordnance Survey’s maps with the 
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office   © Crown Copyright  
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution 
or civil proceedings.  Babergh District Council license no 100023274   2007 
 

 

 
This Appraisal adopted as 
Supplementary Planning Guidance by 
Babergh District Council Strategy 
Committee 15 November 2007 

 


