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children has been very positive. By
working together they can create
something as a group that they can
all enjoy and feel proud of.’

Peter Swinney
Estate Ranger

“Having the opportunity to work alongside Les
Bicknell and all the groups and individuals in
Great Cornard has given me a greater
understanding of the community and its spirit.

| have met some wonderful characters, both children
and adults. The children have the great potential to look
forward into the future and have a great understanding
of the bigger world. The conversations | have had with
older generation about how they came to live in Great
Cornard has been fascinating.

| would like to thank those that | have met and for
sharing their experiences with me, Les and the
project.”

Zoe Martin
Student
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the months of April and May
| have worked and presented to over 1,000
people in Great Cornard. This activity has
taken place in living rooms, assembly halls,
classrooms, a drop-in centre and outside.

| have run enthusiastic informative assemblies
with pupils from Pot Kiln, Wells Hall Primary
and Great Cornard Middle Schools, while a
virtual version of me has held forth at a week
of assemblies at Great Cornard Upper School.

The title “Passing Comment” has led to
asking the question what is important?

Now, | was led to believe that all young people cared about was
X Box and watching TV, but the overwhelming response to the
question what is important? has reinforced my belief in human

nature because inspiringly, FAMILY AND FRIENDS have featured

heavily, acknowledging that human contact and support which
comes from FAMILY AND FRIENDS is valued.

| have been meeting with some
of the older residents of Great
Cornard and listening to their
memories and thoughts.

They have provided an insight
into the experience of being a
resident when the houses were
very first built.

The history of Great Cornard is
fascinating and closely tied up
with the experience of this
country in general, post war.

‘Inspiringly
Family and
Friends have
featured heavily’

| have also been involved in
bringing students from Great
Cornard Middle and Upper
School together to develop a
number of art pieces. It was
important for me to attempt to
give students an insight into
my role as an artist working in
Great Cornard.

After a visit to the estate, the
students worked in groups to
develop their own ideas for the
space, creating dramatic
designs that included ponds,
bins, benches and flower beds.
These designs were affected
and dramatically changed
when the thoughts, needs and
desires of the residents were
introduced.

This led to more fascinating
discussion and adds to
developing understanding.

| could not do this work without the
many individuals and groups who
have welcomed and supported me,
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thank you again.

| have worked with Peter, the
estate ranger and fellow artist
Zoe at Open Workshops at
Clover Court to communicate
some of the ideas that have
come up in conversation and
to generate a sense of
ownership for the ideas
behind the project.

The children and some
parents that came along have
been developing some ideas
and words for the circular
designs within the paths.

On the first May Bank Holiday
weekend you may have seen
us laying out the paths with
flags designed by the children
and their thoughts around
what is important?

While talking about the designs
and listening to the many
individuals over the past few
months | have been thinking
about developing the idea of a
conversation between people
with the artworks. It would be
possible to have the ideas
and thoughts of an 8 year
old and an 80 year old
within the same circle
‘talking’ to each other.

| look forward to the

next phase, developing
the actual designs,
looking at the materials
to be used and finalising
the overall path direction.

Les




