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                                                                                                                            26 July 2017 
 
Dear Mr. Bryant, 
 
Lawshall Neighbourhood Plan Examination  
                                                                                         
I am writing in relation to the above examination.   
 
I sent a letter to you dated 31 May which suggested that further work was carried out in relation 
to Regulation 32 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) which 
sets out an additional basic condition to those set out in primary legislation.  Regulation 32 states: 
“The making of the neighbourhood plan is not likely to have a significant effect on a European 
site1 or a European offshore marine site2 either alone or in combination with other plans or 
projects.”.  Specifically, I suggested that a Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) screening 
assessment be carried out with a period of six weeks consultation on it. 
 
A HRA screening has now been carried out and the six week period of consultation undertaken.  
However, it came to light during the consultation that there was a potential omission in the HRA 
screening as the Breckland Special Protection Area (SPA) had not been considered.  The LPA 
quickly informed Natural England of this and sought their further advice as to whether this 
changed their advice given during the consultation period that the neighbourhood plan was not 
likely to have a significant effect on a European site.  Natural England confirmed that their advice 
was unchanged. 
 
You brought my attention to this situation by email of 22 July.  I consider that it would be 
prudent in the light of representations received during the HRA consultation which drew 
attention to the Breckland SPA that a further short and focused period of consultation is 
undertaken and that this should draw attention to Natural England’s responses so that they are 
placed within the public domain and there is a further opportunity to comment if desired. 
 
In considering this suggestion today, it has come to light that the Council’s email to Natural 
England which pointed out the potential omission referred to the Breckland SPA being some 
13km north west of Lawshall, intending to be helpful and informative.  In checking those distances 
today in preparing the further consultation I suggest, it has transpired by a common calculation 
that the Breckland SPA is approximately 11km away from the Parish/neighbourhood plan area 
boundary. 
 
As the distance is less than previously indicated to Natural England and whilst Natural England 
will be aware of the proximity of European sites to the Parish/Plan area, I suggest that a further 

                                                             
1 As defined in the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2012 
2 As defined in the Offshore Marine Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 2007 
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email is sent to Natural England pointing out that the Parish/Plan area is about 11km away and 
Natural England should be invited to confirm whether their earlier advice still stands (or not).   
After this has been actioned and a response received from Natural England, I would then 
recommend the further and short focused period of consultation for two weeks should be 
undertaken. 
 
This additional period of consultation is only in relation to this circumstance and Natural 
England’s advice and that all other representations made at the submission stage consultation 
period and on the HRA will be ‘rolled forward’.  As soon as the consultation period ends, any 
representations received should be forwarded to me and I will recommence the examination.  
 
I do appreciate that this further short delay will be a source of frustration.  Yet it is important to 
ensure that all the basic conditions are satisfactorily met and that the Plan, once it proceeds to its 
latter stages, can do so with confidence.  
 
The comments made in this letter are without prejudice to my conclusions on any other issue.  
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Ann Skippers 
Ann Skippers 
Director                                    
 
 
via email to Paul Bryant, Babergh District Council 


