
 
 

Lawshall Neighbourhood Plan Decision Statement 
 
Babergh District Council’s Cabinet committee resolved at its meeting on 7 September 2017 that 
the Lawshall Neighbourhood Development Plan should proceed to a local referendum. The local 
referendum will be held on Thursday 19 October 2017.  
 
Background  
 
In December 2015 the Lawshall Neighbourhood Area was designated by the District Council 
under the provisions of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) 
and covered the whole parish. This enabled the parish council as a ‘qualifying body’ to prepare its 
Plan.  
 
In October 2016 the parish council published the first draft of its neighbourhood plan. There then 
followed a six week consultation period and further revisions were made to the Plan by the parish 
council in response to the comments received.  
 
In January 2017 the parish council formally submitted the plan to the District Council. The plan 
was checked for compliance with the relevant legal requirements and a further six week 
consultation was conducted between 13 February 2017 and 31 March 2017. During this period 
seven organisations / individuals submitted representations on the Plan. 
  
In April 2017 the examination of the plan commenced. This was undertaken by Ann Skippers 
MRTPI, a ‘suitably qualified and experienced’ person who was independent of the plan making 
process via written representations.  
 
In August 2017 the Examiner’s Report was published. Overall the Examiner considered the plan 
to be extremely well written and containing a clear explanation and logical justification for many of 
its policies. The Examiner did however make a number of recommendations on how the plan 
should be modified to ensure that it complied with the ‘Basic Conditions’.  
 
The ‘Basic Conditions’ are set out in Paragraph 8(2), Schedule 4B the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1990. In order to satisfy them a Plan must:  
 

 have regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the Secretary of 
State;  

 be in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the Development Plan for the 
area;  

 contribute to the achievement of sustainable development; and  

 not breach, and be otherwise compatible with EU obligations and human rights requirements.  
 
In addition to the ‘Basic Conditions’ set out in primary legislation, Regulations 32 and 33 of the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) sets out a further 
requirements. In summary, it requires that the making of the neighbourhood plan should not have 
a significant effect on a European site or a European offshore marine site either alone or in 
combination with other plans or projects. In December 2016 the District Council confirmed that a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment was not required to accompany the Plan.  
 
Decision  
 
That, the Lawshall Neighbourhood Development Plan as modified to incorporate the Examiner’s 
Recommendations, complies with the ‘Basic Conditions’ as set out in Paragraph 8(2), Schedule 
4B the Town and Country Planning Act, 1990 and should proceed to a local referendum. 
 

Dated: 11 Sept 2017 


