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Matter 9d: Sudbury East/Great Cornard broad location for growth 
 
 
 

Q1:  Please see response to Matter 9a. 
 
 
Q2 Response:  
 
2.1 The Core Strategy and Policies document plans for development over a 
 twenty year period.  It identifies strategic sites and this Broad Location to 
 accommodate jobs and housing growth in the district over this period.  The 
 Chilton Woods allocation is based on an extended 2006 Local Plan allocation 
 where discussions have been held with developers, and studies carried out.  
 With this large allocation programmed to be delivered from the earliest part of 
 the plan period a second allocation would not be required until later.   
 
2.2 The Sustainability Appraisal of the Broad Locations indicates that the location 
 of the Broad Location east of Sudbury is appropriate, and acceptable in 
 principle.  Identification of a broad area within which a site will be allocated is 
 entirely appropriate in the Core Strategy.  It follows the Plan, Monitor, Manage 
 approach and is in accordance with national policy set out in the NPPF 
 (paragraphs 47 and 157).   
 
2.3 Precise site allocation within a Broad Location for growth is entirely 
 appropriate as the subject for a future DPD.  Sufficient detail is provided at 
 the strategic level in the Core Strategy and the later phasing of the Broad 
 Location means that some flexibility is built-in sufficient to address particular 
 issues that may emerge over time, and as other allocations and policies in the 
 Core Strategy are delivered and become effective.  Leaving the detailed 
 allocation and planning of this area to a subsequent DPD (i.e. the extent of 
 the site, precise boundaries, scale and form of development etc.) allows time 
 for Babergh to work with the local community, stake-holders and service 
 providers.   
 
2.4 Whilst the Sustainability Appraisal and other evidence has identified this 
 Broad Location as being suitable for further growth in the Sudbury area, this 
 can only be considered valid for a limited period of time.  As circumstances 
 change so potential impacts would need to be reassessed, and some of the 
 detail may depend on issues that emerge at that time including the economy, 
 the effect of growth on infrastructure, etc.  Leaving precise site allocation and 
 other details to a later stage gives greater flexibility and the ability to respond 
 to issues and constraints pertaining at the time.    
 
2.5 Policy CS3a is accompanied by a clear timescale for identifying a site and 
 planning and delivering the proposed development, as well as being included 
 in the Implementation and Delivery part of Policy CS3.  This is to ensure that 
 the delivery programme can be planned to deliver housing growth in Sudbury 
 through the plan period.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Q3 Response: 
 
3.1 Yes, the evidence base (Sustainability Appraisal) supports the identification of 
 this Broad Location in its own right regardless of whether Chilton Woods 
 progresses or not.  Evidence from the Sustainability Appraisal, service 
 providers and other key stakeholders supports the selection of land to east of 
 Sudbury as being a good and sustainable location for the delivery of jobs and 
 housing growth for the town.   
 
3.2 The Chilton Woods allocation has its roots in an earlier (2006) Local Plan 
 allocation, and is at a much more advanced stage of planning.  This allocation 
 is therefore planned for delivery from the earliest part of the plan period.  The 
 market would not sustain two large growth areas being developed at the 
 same time, and Policies CS3 and CS3a include a timetable for review and 
 phased delivery.   
 
3.3 The Broad Location identified on the Key Diagram and defined in Policy CS3a 
 is a good location for the future growth of Sudbury and as such provides a 
 second or later phase of growth for the town and should not be seen as a 
 second choice or merely as an alternative to Chilton Woods.   

 


