
We are surrounded by thousands of minibeasts, all with
their favourite places to live. Across Britain there is a great
variety of landscapes and habitats. Some are natural and
some are man made; old gravel pits and their wet and dry
habitats are great for bugs and beasts. You will also find
minibeasts and their relatives across the world. However,
you don’t have to venture far to explore the world of the
minibeast! You’ll encounter them wherever you go…carpets,
sheds, gardens, churchyards, buildings, trees, cars, farms,
school grounds, around street lights, ponds and even in
some people’s beds… the list is endless!    

Conservation
Numerous people, including individuals, wildlife charities, farmers, bigger
organisations and local authorities maintain the countryside and the many
different habitats and wildlife within it. You can also find great
habitats and places for wildlife in urban areas.

Grazing for conservation creates homes for wildlife and
encourages a greater variety of plants that attract more insects.
You could think of cows as special lawn mooers!   

How does climate change affect the minibeasts we find?
Already we are finding changes in
Suffolk. Can you explore and 
find out more? 

Out in
the countryside

Many parts of Suffolk and Britain are
protected because they are important

for wildlife. Look out for names (acronyms)
like LNR, NNR, SSSI, CWS, and MNR.

These letters mean that a place is
valuable for wildlife or the habitat

there. What do the letters stand for?
Can you find any near you? 

Creature fact:It can take approximately
140 hours for an average snailto travel 1km. This would meanit would take just over 5 daysto travel around Needham Lake! 
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Where do minibeasts live? 
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Pollution and Rubbish
It is important that people understand the consequences of
dropping litter in the countryside. Small creatures seek refuge
in empty drinks cans and bottles, inside crisp packets and
carrier bags. These can fill up with rainwater and often trap
creatures inside.  

The use of chemicals and fertilisers on farms and in people’s
gardens can affect wildlife in a negative way. Reducing or
stopping use is a positive step to help wildlife. 

How you can help wildlife

Creating homes for minibeasts in your garden or school

grounds is a great place to start. Minibeasts don’t like

everything to be perfect! They love nooks and crannies,

dark spots, damp spots, sun to bask in and water to live

or bathe in, as well as a source of food. You need to

vary whatever you do to help the huge variety of

minibeasts out there and their particular needs. 

Planting the right flowers, trees and shrubs helps to

attract different species to your garden, whether you

choose butterflies, bees or a general wildlife mix. Allow

grass and clover to grow for the bees. Leave plant stems

and heads over winter – don’t be too tidy! 

Log piles
The ideal habitat for minibeasts who love dark and

damp conditions. You can expect to find woodlice,

millipedes, newts, slugs, snails and worms to name a few. 

Stag beetle bucket
Bury a strong plastic bucket with a mixture of woodchips

and soil to attract female stag beetles to lay their eggs inside.

Remember to make some holes in the sides of the bucket to

allow the beetles to get in and out! 

Bird, bat and hedgehog homes

These creatures aren’t as mini as the beasts you’ll be hunting

for, but are all part of the food chains in our gardens, schools

and countryside. 

Insect hotels and Minibeast mansions …

Many insects need places to shelter, lay eggs or hibernate.

Some good ideas on how to build your own insect hotel

can be found in our weblinks.

Why not also...
• Feed the birds, join a local wildlife group, watch wildlife and take part in surveys.
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