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#bmsdcjointlocalplan

Consultation on the new Joint Local Plan 
is taking place between 21st August and 
10th November 2017. 
The Joint Local Plan will inform how Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
will develop over the next 20 years, up to 2036. The plan will 
set out our strategy for growth and development, and will set 
out the policies against which planning applications will be 
considered. It will also allocate sites for development.

In some parts of the Districts, Neighbourhood Plans have been 
or are being produced by local communities – these also form the 
basis for taking decisions on planning applications.

Why should I get involved?
The consultation provides the opportunity for residents, 
businesses, community groups, voluntary organisations and all 
interested parties to have their say on the proposed new Joint 
Local Plan.

Now is your chance to comment on the issues that are 
important to you and to have your say on future development 
and growth.

Setting out policies for the next 20 years, the Joint Local Plan is not 
something that is produced regularly and it is therefore important 
that you take this opportunity to give us your views.

How can I get involved?
To view the consultation online, and to submit comments, visit:
www.babergh.gov.uk/jointlocalplan 
www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/jointlocalplan 

Paper copies of the consultation document and comments forms are also available at libraries 
within the Districts and the Councils’ offices for the duration of the consultation period. 

Comments must be received by 5pm on 10th November 2017.
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Housing

Economy

There is a need for 7,820 houses in Babergh (355 per annum) and 9,951 
houses in Mid Suffolk (452 per annum) over the period 2014 to 2036.

The Joint Local Plan needs to identify where the focus for housing growth 
should be. Four spatial options for the distribution of growth are set out:
• County town focused
• Market town / rural area balance 
• Transport corridor focused
• New settlement focused

In addition, as the Councils do not normally develop sites themselves, 
delivery of development is a key challenge and proposals are set out in 
relation to a contingency or ‘reserve site’ approach.

There is a growing elderly population and we therefore need to consider 
whether we should be delivering more specific types of dwellings such as 
bungalows. There are also issues around the affordability of housing. An 
issue for the Joint Local Plan to address is how needs for affordable housing 
can be met and what approach should be taken to other types of housing 
such as Starter Homes.

In relation to rural growth, we are asking whether, alongside allocations 
in towns, core villages and urban areas, we should be supporting 
a proportionate level of development in hinterland villages and infill 
development in hamlets.

Options are also put forward in relation to meeting the needs for 
accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers.

Based upon forecast jobs growth, there is a need for 2.9 hectares of 
employment land in Babergh and 9.4 hectares in Mid Suffolk.

Options are presented around whether the Joint Local Plan should allocate 
the minimum levels of employment land or allocate more land than is 
required to provide an element of flexibility. The consultation document 
also sets out an approach towards protecting existing employment areas.

The consultation also asks whether retail uses should be focused within 
town centres rather than at out of centre locations, and sets out options in 
relation to the mix of uses that would be supported in town centres.
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Environment
With regards to the environmental topic, the consultation document sets out 
options for the protection of designated nature conservation sites and 
enhancements for biodiversity as part of new development. Options for 
renewable energy and sustainable design are set out including around 
setting greater efficiency standards for energy and water use.

Views are also sought on whether we should continue to identify locally 
important landscapes or whether we should protect and enhance 
landscapes across the Districts through a criteria based policy.

In relation to the historic environment, consideration is given to how the 
Joint Local Plan can secure protection of non-designated heritage assets.

In reflection of the importance of good design, questions are asked 
around whether the Councils’ policies on design need reinforcing.

Infrastructure

 Healthy communities

 Potential land for development

In terms of infrastructure (such as education, health, transport, water & 
drainage, energy, communications and open spaces & leisure facilities) 
a policy approach is put forward under which development would be 
required to demonstrate that there is or will be sufficient infrastructure 
capacity to meet the needs of the development.

Options are set out around whether to set prescriptive requirements for on-
site provision of open space or whether requirements should be related to 
identified needs.

Options are also presented around the role of open space in non-
residential development and around protecting existing open spaces, 
sports facilities and community facilities.

Potential sites for residential and employment use are identified in the 
consultation document. These are sites which are considered technically 
suitable for development and through this consultation views are being 
sought on whether the locations and sites are considered appropriate for 
development.
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