
Belle Vue - the story so far
Back in 2018, as part of our Vision for Prosperity
action plan for Sudbury, we described how we 
wanted to:
•   Regenerate the redundant swimming pool and adjacent buildings.

•   Deliver a new hotel and restaurant for Sudbury; attracting tourists 

    and visitors to the town and creating new jobs.

•   Retain Belle Vue House for future alternative use.

•   Preserve and enhance Belle Vue Park for visitors as well as our 

    community.

•   Enhance access to the park with public rights of way maintained 

    throughout the hotel / restaurant development.

After several months of discussions, negotiations and consideration of 
how to achieve the best possible outcome for Belle Vue between 
Babergh District Council, Sudbury Town Council, potential partners 
and the local community, we can now seek your views.



Proposed Hotel and 
Restaurant 
The aim:
•   Regenerate the redundant swimming pool and adjacent buildings.
•   Attract tourists and visitors to the town, boosting economy and creating new jobs.
•   Enhance access to Belle Vue Park - with public rights of way maintained throughout the 
   hotel / restaurant development.

The development would be a 

significant investment in the town 

centre - boosting the town’s economy 

through increased visitor numbers, 

visitor spending, job creation and 

regenerating a prominent site. 

The benefits:
The development will be funded through Council borrowing. The debt 
will be repaid by income generated by the lease of the hotel and 
restaurant to a commercial operator, who will be legally committed 
to a long-term lease before any work takes place.  

The annual costs of borrowing will be less than the rent received, 
generating additional funds to plough back into services for Babergh.

The finances:

The design challenge and plans:
Over recent months we have been through an iterative process with architects, designers, 
technical consultants and a commercial occupier to come up with the best possible design – 
creating a suitable ‘gateway’ landmark for Sudbury, whilst also preserving Belle Vue Park for the 
benefit of its residents and visitors to the town.

We considered a number of options, including two separate buildings, 
however this would take up more land - encroaching into Belle Vue Park.

Current
Option

Rejected
Option

We have listened to 
comments from the community 
against the development
in the park and are therefore
proposing a single building
design: which creates a landmark
building and minimises the loss
of parkland. It will also provide
an improved access to the
park from the town centre.
.



Rockpanel Woods 
- mixed plank

Facing brick, heritage 
red mix (running bond)

Linear brick, 
colour: red mix

Facing brick, heritage 
red mix (Flemish bond 
with projecting headers

Key to External 
Materials

The proposed architecture is contemporary in style, featuring local heritage style brick, 
timberstyle cladding and contrasting brick detailing.

The restaurant entrance forms the focal point of the building 
(as viewed from the town centre) with the higher hotel set back.



            We are sharing these plans with you at the 
earliest possible opportunity - We are looking to make a planning 
application in the Spring, following this engagement event.

We are keen to hear your views so we can reflect them in a planning 
application expected to be submitted in Spring.  An online survey is
available on our website at: www.babergh.gov.uk 

Once the planning application is submitted, there will be formal consultation 
as part of  the planning process, giving everyone chance to give their views 
ahead of a public planning committee later this year.

We will keep everyone updated throughout the process through 
our website, social media and the local media.

The building flanks the routes to the park, rather than blocking them, with pedestrian 
access through the development from both Newton Road and Cornard Road.

The design also seeks to retain a wall and existing trees, access to Belle Vue House 
and the existing children’s play area.

Next 
Steps 


