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Introduction 
 

 

 

The conservation area in Brent Eleigh 

was originally designated by West 

Suffolk County Council in 1973, and 

inherited by Babergh District Council at 

its inception in 1974.   

 

The Council has a duty to review its 

conservation area designations from time 

to time, and this appraisal examines 

Brent Eleigh under a number of different 

headings as set out in English Heritage’s 

new ‘Guidance on Conservation Area 

Appraisals’ (2006).   

 

As such it is a straightforward appraisal 

of Brent Eleigh’s built environment in 

conservation terms.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

As a document it is neither prescriptive 

nor overly descriptive, but more a 

demonstration of ‘quality of place’, 

sufficient to inform those considering 

changes in the area.  The photographs 

and maps are thus intended to contribute 

as much as the text itself.   

 

As the English Heritage guidelines point 

out, the appraisal is to be read as a 

general overview, rather than as a 

comprehensive listing, and the omission 

of any particular building, feature or 

space does not imply that it is of no 

interest in conservation terms.   

 

Text, photographs and map overlays © 

Patrick Taylor, Conservation Architect, 

for Babergh District Council 2017.   
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Topographical Framework 
 

 

 

The village of Brent Eleigh is situated in 

south-central Suffolk, about seven miles 

north-west of the market town of 

Hadleigh and two miles south-east of 

Lavenham.   

 

Both Hadleigh and Lavenham were at 

one time served by branch lines of the 

eastern railway, both now closed down.   

 

The main part of the settlement sits on 

the north side of the main A1141 

Hadleigh to Lavenham road, which runs 

east to west along the valley of the River 

Brett.  Formerly passing through the 

village, this road now forms a by-pass 

with a new stretch to the south of the 

village centre.   
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