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STOWMARKET TOWN
There is a need for continual improvements, but we can’t 
do everything. What are the priorities for the town? 

Generally, the top priority themes should be:

Top priority projects for Stowmarket should be: 

Please leave your comments and suggestions on post-its below

Town centre

Better access to the Riverside

Develop a vibrant night-time and weekend economy

Develop a hotel

Redevelop the Leisure Centre

Education and schools

Children’s/youth play space

Jobs and employment 

Improvements to public 
spaces and streets 

Cinema extension at the Regal

Job creation through Gateway 

14: Mill Lane employment site

Town bypass

High School expansion

Promotion and advertising 
the town

Access to public services

Sports and fitness facilities

Public transport – buses

Creation of a large community 
hall/meeting facility

Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
Councils to merge

Public transport – trains
Public transport –  

community transport

Doctors and medical services

Other (please 
specify in your 

comment)More choice in 
homes

Creation of a Youth Parliament 
to give young people a voice

Redevelopment of the land 
next to Navigation Approach

Wildlife and natural 
environment

Utilities, broadband and 
mobile coverage  

Better shops (for 
young people)

Other (please 
specify in your 

comment)

Redeveloping 
the former Middle 

Schools

Please vote for up to 
2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 
3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 
a sticky dot.

Please comment 
using a post-it. 

Please write your 
comment below

Please vote for up to 
2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 
3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 
a sticky dot.

Please comment 
using a post-it. 

Please write your 
comment below
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Stowmarket’s identity:  
An overall branding would really help to boost 
Stowmarket’s identity. 

A Unique Selling Point (USP) refers to the 
unique benefit exhibited by Stowmarket that 
enables it to stand out from competitors like 
Ipswich, Sudbury and Bury St Edmunds. But 
what is Stowmarket’s USP? We have a lot of 
things that make Stowmarket a pleasant and 
convenient place to live, including:

• Attractive countryside

• Good railway services

• Easy access to neighbouring towns and trunk 
roads

• Some beautiful historic buildings and streets 

• Successful industries and businesses 

• Some great community assets like the Regal 
theatre, John Peel Centre, MEAL and The Mix.

…but many places have similar attributes, and 
so this does not give us an “angle” upon which 
to build our brand.  

It is common to base an identity around things like:

• A role or function, such as Southwold’s tourism, 
Ipswich as County Town

• famous sons or daughters, such as Sudbury’s 
Gainsborough connection   

• Particular industries such as Newmarket’s horse 
racing, or Norwich’s Lace

• A community aspiration – like Freiburg in 
Germany wanted to be the leader in solar 
energy, so 97% of buildings have solar panels 
to reduce the whole town’s carbon footprint 
– Freiburg is now known as “Solar City” and it 
created a whole identity out of nothing.

YOUR THOUGHTS ON 
STOWMARKET TOWN
The aim of Delivering a Vision for Prosperity is to plan for the future, to ensure that 
our town and our community is ready to meet the needs of the next generation.

Please vote for up to 
2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 
3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 
a sticky dot.

Please comment 
using a post-it. 

Please write your 
comment below



D
e

li
v

e
ri

n
g

 a
 V

is
io

n
 f

o
r 

P
ro

sp
e

ri
ty

All of these  
aspects are 

important to make 
a healthy town, but 
which two themes 

should we most 
focus on?

Services 
Healthcare, community 

facilities, hotel, social 
services, business support, 
wifi/broadband, education

Shopping 
Size of shops, balance 

of mainstream and niche 
shops, independent/

national brands), overall 
retail experience

Cultural and Heritage 
Arts, tourism, brand building, 

visitor destination, arts, 
museums

Socialising/Eating out
Café culture/ambience, evening 
economy and weekend economy

Recreation & Leisure 
Whole day out experience, ambience, 

meeting places, “hard” activities like bingo, 
cinema, bowling, theatre, and “soft” 

activities like children’s play, riverside walks

Employment
Land availability, upgrading 
premises, focus on sectors, 

space for entrepreneurs/ 
start-ups

Environment
Open spaces and streetscape, 
links to River Gipping corridor, 
the experience of the town in 
the way people move around 
and want to explore, greening 

the town, beautification

What should we make Stowmarket’s USP?
The town centre needs to constantly adapt to meet the population’s needs and aspirations.  However, town 
centre changes cannot happen overnight.  While a growing population does provide some scope to attract 
more retailers, there will always be strong competition from Bury St Edmunds, Colchester and Ipswich.  
Larger towns can offer a much broader range of shops and with people’s changing shopping habits, it isn’t 
realistic to try to compete with those powerhouses.  Instead we need to recognise that smaller towns provide 
an important and complementary offer to those larger centres and the experience they can provide.

Stowmarket needs to create a clear strong brand, increase the number of visitors and the length of time they 
stay to build confidence in the town to become a destination area.   
With this in mind which of the two following should we focus on?   
Put a sticky dot on the two you think is the most important:

Please vote for up to 
2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 
3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 
a sticky dot.

Please comment 
using a post-it. 

Please write your 
comment below

YOUR THOUGHTS ON 
STOWMARKET TOWN
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STOWMARKET AND 
ITS SURROUNDING 
VILLAGES
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ITS SURROUNDING 
VILLAGES
The relationship between the town and its outlying villages is critical. Nobody 
wants to see village identity lost by “swallowing up” villages as the town 
expands, but it’s not simply a case of saying “no building between them” – 
that’s not a productive relationship. Our colleagues in the planning team are 
looking at potential patterns of building, housing numbers and possible sites.

However, “growth” is so much more than just deciding where to build new houses.  

It’s about access to essential services and facilities, ensuring that the people in the villages are part of 
the wider community, can easily get to shops, doctors, schools, leisure facilities and other services.  
Sometimes this will require funding or delivery through house building, but sometimes it will require 
other interventions.

Think about the role of each village, its identity and what actually makes it special. How can we 
capture that and use it to deliver successful growth without losing that specialness? What are the 
issues in your village that need to be addressed (not just planning)?

Please leave your comments below

How do we connect the villages 
and the town better?

Please vote for up to 

2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 

3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 

a sticky dot.

Please comment 

using a post-it. 

Please write your 

comment belowDelivering services in the village or better 
access to the town, Technology advancements – 

delivering services in a different way

Balancing the needs of a young 
population and of an ageing 

population

What does the village need/want, 
and in balance what is the village 

willing to accept to obtain it?
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If you had £1million to spend on 
improving something in or around 
Stowmarket, what would you do? 

Is there somewhere else you’ve been that 
you think ‘Stowmarket could do that too’ or 

‘Stowmarket could have one of those as well’? 

Would you generally support the  
demolition of buildings to create better 

development space?  

             YES                             NO 

YOUR AREA –  
YOUR PRIORITIES

Please vote for up to 

2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 

3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 

a sticky dot.

Please comment 

using a post-it. 

Please write your 

comment below

Please vote for up to 

2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 

3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 

a sticky dot.

Please comment 

using a post-it. 

Please write your 

comment below

Please vote for up to 
2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 
3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 
a sticky dot.

Please comment 
using a post-it. 

Please write your 
comment below

Please vote for up to 

2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 

3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 

a sticky dot.

Please comment 

using a post-it. 

Please write your 

comment below

Please vote for up to 

2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 

3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 

a sticky dot.

Please comment 

using a post-it. 

Please write your 

comment below

For the town of the future, would you 
generally support:

A 
radical  

change? – 
where?

B 
slower 

evolutionary 
changes

C 
staying as  

we are

Should we identify “Quarters” or “zones” 
and have different roles and/or identity 

for different parts of the town? 

             YES                             NO 
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YOUR PRIORITIES

What one thing could we do to make you 
stay longer each time you visit?

Currently, the town has a lot of features and 
assets, but they aren’t as well connected 
as they could be, and “the whole is less 
than the sum of its parts”.  How can we 

address this so that the town works better to 
stimulate increased visits and spending?

What would attract you to visit on 
Sundays and in the evenings? 

What can we do to ensure people are ‘on board’ and ensure delivery?

Town maps and plain paper are 
available below – give us your ideas! 

If budgets were tightened,  
what would be 

• the projects that MUST happen
• the projects that we could live without if it meant the main ones were given 

certainty of delivery

Could live without MUST happen
Please vote for up to 2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 
a sticky dot.

Please comment using a post-it. 

Please write your comment below

Please vote for up to 2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 
a sticky dot.

Please comment using a post-it. 

Please write your comment below
Please vote for up to 

2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 

3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 

a sticky dot.

Please comment 

using a post-it. 

Please write your 

comment below

Please vote for up to 

2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 

3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 

a sticky dot.

Please comment 

using a post-it. 

Please write your 

comment below

Please vote for up to 

2 with a sticky dot.

Please vote for up to 

3 with a sticky dot.

Please vote with 

a sticky dot.

Please comment 

using a post-it. 

Please write your 

comment below
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FROM HERE?

We will take all of the comments and opinions 
expressed in this engagement exercise 
and produce a draft Delivering a Vision for 
Prosperity document and publish  
it for your further comments.

Delivering a Vision for Prosperity is intended to establish  
a high-level aspiration, setting out the community’s key 
desires and wishes for the towns they would like to live 
and work in the priorities for the towns – setting out the 
main targets, goals and achievements to focus limited 
resources a delivery plan that identifies the intended 
key projects and action points, and sets out who will be 
responsible for their implementation and when.  

www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/VFPStowmarlet   

or 

follow us on Twitter #VFPStowmarket 

To be notified leave an e-mail address

Find out more:

Part of the delivery will be through the Joint Local Plan process that is running alongside this.  
The consultation is running from 21 August to 10 November 2017.  
For more information see www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/jointlocalplan and 
www.babergh.gov.uk/jointlocalplan  #BMSDCJointLocalPlan


