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1 Environmental equity, air quality, socioeconomic status and respiratory health, 2010 
2 Air quality and social deprivation in the UK: an environmental inequalities analysis, 2006 
3 Defra. Abatement cost guidance for valuing changes in air quality, May 2013 
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4 Suffolk Local Transport Plan 2011 – 2031, Suffolk County Council 
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5 Annual Review of Activities, 2015, Suffolk Climate Change Partnership 
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AQMA focused measures           

1 Create a bypass 
that avoids the 
AQMA - 
Sudbury 
Western bypass 

Traffic 
Management 

Strategic 
highway 
improvements, 
Re-prioritising 
road space 
away from cars, 
including Access 
management, 
Selective vehicle 

SCC  Local 
Transport Plan 
2011-2031 
states that 
creating a 
bypass is a 
long-term 
strategic 
objective 

Long-term aim 
of LTP 2011-
2031 

Measured 
concentration of 
NO2 within 
AQMA 

Not quantified in 
AQAP  

Aspirational Aspirational Funding, long- 
term project, 
adverse 
environmental 
impacts 
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priority, bus 
priority, high 
vehicle 
occupancy lane 

2 Redefine the 
strategic lorry 
route avoiding 
the AQMA 

Freight and 
Delivery 
Management 

Route 
Management 
Plans/ Strategic 
routing strategy 
for HGV's 

SCC, Essex 
County 
Council 

Aspirational Aspirational Measured 
concentration of 
NO2 within 
AQMA 

HGVs contribute 
46% of annual 
mean NO2 
emissions 
(AQAP)  

Aspirational Aspirational Limited 
reasonable 
alternative 
routes, funding 

3 Remove on 
street parking 
bays within 
AQMA 

Traffic 
Management 

Other LA, SCC  Ongoing ASAP Measured 
concentration of 
NO2 within 
AQMA 

Maximum 
predicted 
reduction 
9.7µg/m3 NO2 

Planning on-
going 

ASAP Staff resources, 
funding, legal 
processes to be 
completed, 
opposition from 
residents 

4 Implementation 
of a one-way 
system in 
Sudbury, 
including 
through the 
AQMA 

Traffic 
Management 

Strategic 
highway 
improvements, 
Re-prioritising 
road space 
away from cars, 
including Access 
management, 
Selective vehicle 
priority, bus 
priority, high 
vehicle 
occupancy lane 

SCC Unlikely to be 
progressed 
due to adverse 
impact on air 
quality at 
some 
locations 

Unlikely to be 
progressed due 
to adverse 
impact on air 
quality at some 
locations 

Measured 
concentration of 
NO2 within 
AQMA 

Maximum 
predicted 
reduction 
12.9µg/m3 NO2 

Unlikely to be 
progressed 
due to adverse 
impact on air 
quality at 
some 
locations 

Unlikely to be 
progressed 
due to adverse 
impact on air 
quality at 
some 
locations 

Practical issues 
such as safety, 
alternative 
route, and 
adverse impact 
on air quality at 
some locations 
(max 14.4µg/m3 
NO2 modelled) 

5 Implementation 
of a one-way 
system for 
HGVs through 
the AQMA 

Traffic 
Management 

Strategic 
highway 
improvements, 
Re-prioritising 
road space 
away from cars, 
including Access 
management, 
Selective vehicle 
priority, bus 
priority, high 
vehicle 
occupancy lane 
 
 
 
 
 

SCC Unlikely to be 
progressed 
due to adverse 
impact on air 
quality at 
some 
locations 

Unlikely to be 
progressed due 
to adverse 
impact on air 
quality at some 
locations 

Measured 
concentration of 
NO2 within 
AQMA 

Maximum 
predicted 
reduction 
8.0µg/m3 NO2 

Unlikely to be 
progressed 
due to adverse 
impact on air 
quality at 
some 
locations 

Unlikely to be 
progressed 
due to adverse 
impact on air 
quality at 
some 
locations 

Practical issues 
such as safety, 
alternative 
route, and 
adverse impact 
on air quality at 
some locations 
(max 9.4µg/m3 
NO2 modelled) 
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District wide measures           

6 Working with 
Highways 
England to 
install rapid EV 
charging points 
on principal 
routes 

Promoting 
Low Emission 
Transport 

Procuring 
alternative 
Refuelling 
infrastructure to 
promote Low 
Emission 
Vehicles, EV 
recharging, Gas 
fuel recharging 

LA, Highways 
England 
funded 

2017 Planned for 
2018 

Number of 
points installed 
and their use 

Reduced vehicle 
emissions as 
encourages use 
of EV 

Planning stage Dec-18 Electrical 
connections 

7 Suffolk 
Guidance for 
Parking requires 
electric vehicle 
charging points 

Policy 
Guidance and 
Development 
Control 

Other policy SCC Throughout 
2015 

Ongoing Number of 
charging points 
and use of EV 

Reduced vehicle 
emissions 

Not possible to 
quantify 
impact of this 
specific policy 

Ongoing Provision of EV 
charging points 
encourages EV 
vehicles to be 
purchased 

8 Suffolk car share Alternatives to 
private vehicle 
use 

Car & lift sharing 
schemes 

SCC, Suffolk 
Climate 
Change 
Partnership - 
BDC and 
MSDC are 
members 

Ongoing Ongoing Number of 
participants in 
scheme 

Reduced vehicle 
emissions 

Almost 2,700 
members at 
end of 2017, 
approx. 200 
members 
gained 2015-
2017, new 
community 
groups for 
workplaces 

Ongoing Suffolk wide 
scheme, not 
possible to 
quantify benefit 
in one district 

9 Installation of EV 
charging points 

Promoting 
Low Emission 
Transport 

Procuring 
alternative 
Refuelling 
infrastructure to 
promote Low 
Emission 
Vehicles, EV 
recharging, Gas 
fuel recharging 

LA, own funds 2016 onwards First charging 
point installed 
September 2017 

Number of 
points installed 
and their use 

Reduced vehicle 
emissions as 
encourages use 
of EV 

One point 
installed, 
several others 
planned for 
installation in 
2018 

Currently 
unknown 

LA funds limit 
number of 
charging points 

10 An Energy from 
Waste 
incinerator within 
the Mid Suffolk 
district has 
significantly 
lower emissions 
than required by 
the IPPC permit 

Environmental 
Permits 

Measures to 
reduce pollution 
through IPPC 
Permits going 
beyond BAT 

EA regulated, 
privately 
funded and 
operated 

Facility began 
operating 
December 
2014 

 Emissions of 
NOX, SO2 and 
PM compared to 
the permit limit  

Lower emissions 
of NOX, SO2 
and PM than is 
legally required 

Emissions are 
well below the 
permit limit 

Ongoing  
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11 Small Waste Oil 
Burners 
(SWOBs) are no 
longer operating 
or are burning 
an alternative 
fuel 

Environmental 
Permits 

Other DEFRA, LA Throughout 
2015 

Ongoing Number of 
SWOB permits 
issued under 
Part A2  

Reduced 
emissions of PM 
as no longer 
burning waste oil 

No 
applications 
for Part A2 
permits 

Ongoing, if 
applications 
are received 

 

12 Responding to 
planning 
consultations 
regarding air 
quality impacts 

Policy 
Guidance and 
Development 
Control 

Air Quality 
Planning and 
Policy Guidance 

LA Ongoing Ongoing Number of 
consultations 
responded to 
within timeframe 

Potentially 
prevent 
unacceptable 
emissions 

Consultations 
responded to 
within 
timeframe 

Ongoing Cannot currently 
easily determine 
number of 
applications 
responded to 
regarding air 
quality  

13 Green travel 
plan 
implemented as 
part of Council 
office move 

Promoting 
Travel 
Alternatives 

Workplace 
Travel Planning 

LA (SCC 
travel plan)  

2016 Sep-17 Use of 
alternative travel  

Reduced vehicle 
emissions 

Unknown at 
this early 
stage 

Ongoing  

14 Encourage good 
practice 
regarding control 
of PM 

Environmental 
Permits 

Other LA Ongoing Ongoing Number of 
complaints 
received 
regarding PM 
from permitted 
premises 

Reduced 
emissions of PM 

No complaints 
received 
regarding PM 
from permitted 
premises 

Ongoing, in-
line with 
inspection 
regime 

Particularly 
regarding 
concrete 
crushers, use of 
water 
suppression 

15 Majority of LA 
permitted 
premises are 
low risk, 
reflecting low 
emissions. No 
pollution 
incidents in 2017 

Environmental 
Permits 

Introduction/ 
increase of 
environment 
charges through 
permit systems 
and economic 
instruments 

LA Fee based risk 
rating scheme 
operational 
each year 

Fee based risk 
rating scheme 
operational each 
year 

Variation in risk 
rating each year 

Reduced PM 
emissions, and 
chemicals such 
as VOCs 

44 out of 47 
permitted 
premises are 
low risk 

Fee based risk 
rating scheme 
operational 
each year 

 

16 Suffolk Climate 
Change 
Partnership 
provides 
information 
about journey 
planning 

Promoting 
Travel 
Alternatives 

Personalised 
Travel Planning 

Suffolk 
Climate 
Change 
Partnership 

Information 
available prior 
to 2015 

Ongoing Use of travel 
alternatives 

Reduced vehicle 
emissions 

Unknown Ongoing  

17 The Suffolk Air 
Quality Group 
shares 
knowledge and 
liaises with other 
bodies 

Policy 
Guidance and 
Development 
Control 

Regional Groups 
Co-ordinating 
programmes to 
develop Area 
wide Strategies 
to reduce 
emissions and 

LA Ongoing Ongoing 
meetings, 
policies have 
been developed 
in previous 
years, mainly a 
knowledge 

Development of 
policies, 
strategies, 
projects 

Reduced 
emissions, 
particularly PM  

Continued 
good links, 
more work to 
occur in future 
years with 
Health 
Protection 

Ongoing  
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improve air 
quality 

sharing group in 
2017 

18 Officers at both 
Councils are 
increasingly 
working from 
home 

Promoting 
Travel 
Alternatives 

Encourage / 
Facilitate home-
working 

LA Since 2015 Ongoing Number of 
officers working 
from home 

Reduced vehicle 
emissions from 
reduced 
journeys 

Majority of 
officers whose 
jobs allows it, 
work from 
home on 
occasions 

Ongoing Difficult to 
quantify as 
there are day to 
day variations 

19 Installing first 
time central 
heating in 
residential 
premises 

Promoting 
Low Emission 
Plant 

Other Policy Suffolk 
Climate 
Change 
Partnership, 
grant funded 

Grant awarded 
July 2015 

2016-2017 Number of 
properties with 
first time central 
heating 

Reduced PM 
emissions from 
solid fuel 

Central 
heating 
installed in 
214 properties 
in Suffolk 

Completed 
March 2017 

 

20 London Road 
Park and Ride, 
reducing 
vehicles driving 
into central 
Ipswich 

Alternatives to 
private vehicle 
use 

Bus based Park 
& Ride 

SCC, Private 
bus operator 

Ongoing Ongoing Number of users 
of scheme 

Reduced vehicle 
emissions 

Observations 
suggest 
increased use 
of recent years 

Ongoing More beneficial 
to Ipswich 
Borough 
Council, only 
small section of 
route is through 
BDC 

21 Council websites 
encourage car 
sharing, walking, 
cycling 

Alternatives to 
private vehicle 
use 

Other LA Ongoing Ongoing Number of 
participants in 
Suffolk car share  

Reduced vehicle 
emissions 

Suffolk car 
share - Almost 
2,700 
members at 
end of 2017, 
approx. 200 
members 
gained 2015-
2017, new 
community 
groups for 
workplaces 

Ongoing Council website 
is unlikely to be 
where people 
would search for 
such information 

�
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Parking 

Diffusion tube 

Cross Street 

Church Street 

Ballingdon Street 

Figures are annual mean 
Nitrogen dioxide, µg/m3.  
Red text indicates 
exceedances of the Objective 
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7 The units are in microgrammes of pollutant per cubic metre of air (µg/m3) 
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