
Babergh District Council 

Copdock & Washbrook Neighbourhood Development Plan     

Basic Conditions Consultation following publication of revised NPPF 

As part of the examination of the Copdock & Washbrook Neighbourhood Plan (NP), and following 

publication of the revised National Planning Policy Framework on 20 July 2021, the District Council 

were asked to carry out a short consultation and invite comments on how the revised Framework 

might affect this NP meeting the basic conditions. The details were set out in a letter published on 

the council website and sent to all statutory consultees. (link to letter) 

The consultation period ran from Thursday 29 July to Friday 13 August 2021. 

Just three representations were received. They are listed below and copies are attached. 

Ref No. Consultee 

(1) Natural England 

(2) Historic England 

(3) Places4People on behalf of Copdock & Washbrook Parish Council 

https://www.babergh.gov.uk/assets/Neighbourhood-Planning/CopWash-NP-Basic-Condition-Ltr.pdf
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Paul Bryant

From: SM-NE-Consultations (NE) <consultations@naturalengland.org.uk>
Sent: 16 August 2021 15:28
To: BMSDC Community Planning
Subject: Copdock & Washbrook NP & Revised NPPF - New 2-wk consultation - NE response
Attachments: CopWash_NP_Basic_Condition_Ltr.pdf

Importance: High

 EXTERNAL EMAIL: Don't click any links or open attachments unless you trust the sender and know the 

content is safe. Click here for more information or help from Suffolk IT

Our ref. 361805 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re: Copdock & Washbrook N’hood Plan (Babergh) - Focused 2-week consultation following publication of the 
revised NPPF  

Natural England has no further comments to make on the Copdock & Washbrook Neighbourhood Plan. 

Apologies for the late response. 

Kind regards 

Mrs Jacqui Salt   
Adviser 
Natural England 
Consultation Service 
Hornbeam House 
Crewe Business Park, Electra Way, 
Crewe, Cheshire, CW1 6GJ 

Enquiries line: 0300 060 3900 
Email: consultations@naturalengland.org.uk 
www.gov.uk/natural-england 

Natural England offers two chargeable services - the Discretionary Advice Service, which provides pre-application 
and post-consent advice on planning/licensing proposals to developers and consultants, and the Pre-submission 
Screening Service for European Protected Species mitigation licence applications. These services help applicants 
take appropriate account of environmental considerations at an early stage of project development, reduce 
uncertainty, the risk of delay and added cost at a later stage, whilst securing good results for the natural 
environment. 

For further information on the Discretionary Advice Service see here 

Natural England



24 BROOKLANDS AVENUE, CAMBRIDGE, CB2 8BU 

Telephone 01223 582749 
HistoricEngland.org.uk

Historic England is subject to both the Freedom of Information Act (2000) and Environmental Information Regulations (2004). Any 
Information held by the organisation can be requested for release under this legislation.

Mr Paul Bryant 
Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
Endeavor House 

Direct Dial: 

Our ref: PL00496833 
8 Russell Road 
Ipswich 
Suffolk 
IP7 6SJ 11 August 2021 

Dear Mr Bryant 

Ref: Copdock and Washbrook Neighbourhood Plan- 2 week focused 
consultation following publication of revised NPPF 

Thank you for inviting Historic England to comment on the above consultation.  

We welcome the production of this neighbourhood plan, but do not currently have 
capacity to provide detailed comments. We would refer you to our detailed guidance 
on successfully incorporating historic environment considerations into your plan, which 
can be found here: <https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/plan-
making/improve-your-neighbourhood/>.  

For further advice regarding the historic environment and how to integrate it into your 
neighbourhood plan, we recommend that you consult your local planning authority 
conservation officer, and if appropriate your local Historic Environment Record 
<https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/CHR/>. 

There is also helpful guidance on a number of topics related to the production of 
neighbourhood plans and their evidence base available on Locality’s website: 
<https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/>, which you may find useful.   

To avoid any doubt, this letter does not reflect our obligation to provide further advice 
on or, potentially, object to specific proposals which may subsequently arise as a 
result of the proposed plan, where we consider these would have an adverse effect on 
the historic environment.  

Please do contact me, either via email or the number above, if you have any queries. 

Yours sincerely, 

Edward James 
Historic Places Advisor, East of England 



Copdock and Washbrook Neighbourhood Plan 

Response prepared for Copdock and Washbrook Parish Council to further Basic Conditions 
Consultation following publication of revised NPPF on 20 July 2021. It has not been possible 
for the Parish Council to endorse the comments and meet the consultation deadline and 
therefore, in this instance, should be taken as the response by Places4People Planning 
Consultancy until such a time as they are endorsed. 

The commentary below sets out how the changes made to the NPPF impact on the 
Submitted Neighbourhood Plan and what amendments to the Plan might be considered 
appropriate to ensure that the Plan is in conformity with the new NPPF: 

1. Paragraph 3.2 of the Plan refers to the policy context of the Plan and the NPPF.  It
quotes Paragraph 11 of the 2019 NPPF.  The 2021 version of the NPPF has amended
part a. of Paragraph 11 as follows:

a) all plans should positively seek opportunities promote a sustainable pattern of
development that seeks to: meet the development needs of their area,; align growth
and be sufficiently flexible to infrastructure; improve the environment; mitigate climate
change (including by making effective use of land in urban areas) and adapt to rapid
change its effects; 

The Neighbourhood Plan can be amended to reflect these changes as part of the post-
examination changes. It is considered that such changes would not impact on the Plan 
meeting the Basic Conditions. 

2. Policy C&W1  It is not considered that any amendments are required as a result of the
publication of the new NPPF.

3. Policy C&W2  It is not considered that any amendments are required as a result of the
publication of the new NPPF.

3. Policy C&W3  Given that the Policy was developed prior to the publication of the
Revised NPPF, the National Design Guide and the National Model Design Code, there
will be consequential amendments that are required to ensure that they are taken into
account in development.  Of particular note is Paragraph 131 of the Framework which
states: “Planning policies and decisions should ensure that new streets are tree-lined,
that opportunities are taken to incorporate trees elsewhere in developments (such as
parks and community orchards), that appropriate measures are in place to secure the
long-term maintenance of newly-planted trees, and that existing trees are retained
wherever possible.” This will have an impact on the design of the development
proposed in Policy C&W3 and the supporting requirements in paragraphs and context
of paragraphs 6.13 to 6.18.

It is considered that the Plan could be amended to take account of the subsequent
publication of the 2021 NPPF and national design documents, perhaps in the following
way:

Places4People obo Copdock & Washbrook PC



In Para 6.13 by adding “The Design Guidelines were prepared prior to the publication 
of the revised NPPF in 2021 and it will be necessary for planning applications for this 
site to ensure that the requirements of the NPPF are satisfied ahead of the considering 
the Design Guidelines.” 

In Para 6.18 direct reference to Paragraph 131 of the 2021 Framework might be 
appropriate, perhaps through amending the second sentence as follows: “Paragraph 
131 of the 2021 NPPF in relation to tree protection and tree planting should be taken 
into account in development proposals while the Government’s Planning Practice 
Guidance starts states:……” 

Figure 6 – Illustrative Masterplan could also be amended to add a comment that it was 
prepared prior to the publication of the 2021 NPPF and that the requirements of the 
NPPF should also be taken into account in preparing detailed proposals. 

In terms of the Policy itself, it might be appropriate for the second sentence to be 
amended as follows: 

“As well as having regard to the requirements of the NPPF and the National Model 
Design Code, pProposals for the development should take place in accordance with 
provisions of paragraph 6.17, the Illustrative Masterplan (Figure 6) and provide:…” 

4. Remaining NP Policies There would appear to be no requirement to amend the
policies as a result of the publication of the 2021 NPPF.

Ian Poole 

Places4People on behalf of Copdock and Washbrook Parish Council 




