
Copdock and Washbrook Neighbourhood Plan 

Parish Council’s response to comments received at Regulation 16 Consultation stage 

 

Body 
 

Parish Council response 
 

 

1) Suffolk County 

Council 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

The Government introduced national technical standards for housing in 2015. A Written 

Ministerial Statement (2015) explains that neighbourhood plans should not set out any 

additional local technical standards or requirements relating to the construction, 

internal layout or performance of new dwellings. We believe that the requirement for 

new dwellings to be built to optional M4(2) standards falls into these standards. 

 

Public Rights of Way 

The Parish Council notes the comments and suggested amendments to Policy C&W 20 

but it does not consider that such amendments are necessary in order that the Plan 

meets the Basic Conditions. 

 

Highways and Transport 

The Parish Council acknowledges the explanation made by the County Council 

concerning on-street parking> However, we are of the opinion that the allowance of 

on-street parking within developments will create future problems for access by refuse 

vehicles and the emergency services, in particular where a housing development’s 

parking requirement is partly provided on the highway. 

 
 

2) Capel St Mary 

Parish Council 

 

The comments are noted and, in respect of infrastructure capacity, the District Council 

has the Community Infrastructure Levy in place to address the delivery of additional 

facilities. 

 
 

3) Historic England 
 

Nothing further to add 

 
 

4) National Grid 
 

Nothing further to add 

 
 

5) Water 

Management 

Alliance 

 

The Water Management Alliance did not respond to the Regulation 14 consultation 

despite being consulted. 

 

Nothing further to add. 

 
 

6) Suffolk Wildlife 

Trust 

 

Suffolk Wildlife Trust did not respond to the Regulation 14 consultation despite being 

consulted. 

 

Policy C&W 12 

The presence of a County Wildlife Site is noted. Information about these non-statutory 

designations is not generally available to neighbourhood plan bodies and the 

information was not provided when the Wildlife Trust was consulted at Regulation 14 

stage. 

 

The policy seeks to provide a level of consistency across the District. We are aware that 

a similarly worded policy is included in examined neighbourhood plans across Babergh 

and Mid Suffolk, including at Drinkstone and Thorndon. Such changes as those 

suggested by SWT are not considered necessary in order for the policy to meet the 

Basic Conditions. 

 

Reference to a future Environment Act is not appropriate given that circumstances and 

timescales in Parliament frequently change, particularly in these difficult times. 

 

 


