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1.    Introduction 

 

1.1 The Wilby Neighbourhood Development Plan is a community-led document for guiding the future 
 development of the parish. It is the first of its kind for Wilby and a part of the Governmentôs 
 current approach to planning. It has been undertaken with extensive community engagement, 
 consultation and communication. 

 
 
1.2 The Consultation Statement is designed to meet the requirements set out in the Neighbourhood 
 Planning (General) Regulations 2012 for Consultation Statements. This document sets out the 
 consultation process employed in the production of the Wilby Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
 It also demonstrates how the requirements of Regulation 14 and 15 of the Neighbourhood 
 Planning (General) Regulations 2012 have been satisfied. 

 
 
1.3 The Wilby Neighbourhood Plan Volunteer Group (WNPVG) have endeavoured to ensure that the 
 Neighbourhood Plan reflects the desires of the local community and key stakeholders, which 
 have been engaged with from the outset of developing the Plan. 

 
 
1.4 This consultation statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the  

Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  
 

 
1.5 Section 15(2) of Part 5 of the Regulations sets out what a consultation statement should contain: 

 
a) Details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed Joint Neighbourhood 

Plan; 
 

b) An explanation as to how they were consulted; 
 

c) A summary of the main issues and concerns that were raised by the persons consulted;  
 

d) A description of how these issues and concerns have been considered and where relevant, 
addressed in the proposed Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

1.6 This consultation statement will also demonstrate that the process undertaken to produce the 
Wilby Neighbourhood Development Plan and is compliant with Section 14 of the Neighbourhood 
Planning (General) Regulations 2012. This sets out that before submitting a Neighbourhood 
Plan to the Local Planning Authority (in this case Mid Suffolk District Council) a qualifying body 
(in this case the Parish Council) must: 
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i. Publicise, in a manner that it is likely to bring it to the attention of people who live or work 
within Wilby civil parish, 

 
ii. Provide details of the proposals within the  Neighbourhood Plan; 

 
iii. Provide details of where, how and when the proposals within the Plan can be inspected; 

 
iv. Set out how representations may be made; and 

 
v. Set out the date for when those representations must be received, being not less than 6 

weeks from the date from when the draft proposals are first publicised; 
 

vi. Consult any consultation body referred to in Para 1 of Schedule 1 whose interests the 
qualifying body may be affected by the proposals for a  Neighbourhood Plan; 

 

vii Send a copy of the Neighbourhood Plan to the Local Planning Authority. 
 

 
1.7 Furthermore the Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) at paragraph 15, requires that the qualifying 

body should be inclusive and open in the preparation of its Neighbourhood Plan and to ensure 
that the wider community: 

¶ is kept fully informed of what is being proposed, 
¶ can make their views known throughout the process, 
¶ has opportunities to be actively involved in shaping the emerging Neighbourhood Plan  
¶ Is made aware of how their views have informed the draft Neighbourhood Plan or Order 

 

 

2. Context for the Wilby Neighbourhood Development Plan 
 

 
2.1 The idea of producing a Neighbourhood Plan for Wilby formally began in October 2017 when a 

public meeting was held to gauge support for the production of a Neighbourhood Plan. Strong 

support for proceeding was expressed. In early November, after notes of the meeting had been 

distributed to every household, a further public meeting was held which agreed to go ahead with 

Neighbourhood Plan production.  

 

2.2 The Parish Council then endorsed the process on 8th November 2017 and by doing so decided 

to  use the new powers and processes available to it under the 2011 Localism Act and prepare a 

Neighbourhood Plan.   
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2.3 A Group to oversee and guide the Neighbourhood Plan was put in place that consisted of 
some Parish Councillors together with other local residents. The Group was keen to be as 
democratic and open as possible and named itself the Volunteer Group. All Volunteer Group 
Members were local residents although some of the original members have now moved away.  

 

 
 

Members of the Wilby Neighbourhood Plan Volunteer Group 
 
 
2.4 A key driver for the Neighbourhood Plan is to give residents a voice in the sustainable 

development of the Parish, by building a Plan that is inclusive, innovative and bespoke to the 
needs of the parish. The Plan is based on evidence from local people, preserving unique and 
positive features that residentsô value.  It promotes community cohesion and develops a 
framework for economic, social and environmental sustainability. 
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2.5 To spread the word about the emerging Neighbourhood Plan, the Volunteer Group  
agreed engagement needed to be effective throughout the process if it were to result in 
a well-informed plan and a sense of local ownership. Communication is dealt with in Section 5 

 of this report. 
 
 
 

3. Designation of the Neighbourhood Plan Area 
 

 
3.1 Wilby Parish Council applied to Mid Suffolk District Council  for the entire parish to be 

designated a Neighbourhood Plan area on 22nd November 2017, and the application was 
approved on 18th December 2017. The Wilby NDP Area Designation Application , the 
Neighbourhood Area Map and Designation Statement can all be found on Mid Suffolkôs 
website : 
 
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-planning-in-
mid-suffolk/wilby-neighbourhood-plan/ 
   

 
3.2 The Neighbourhood Plan area application and Map can be found in full at Appendix A.  

 
 

3.3 The Neighbourhood Plan Area Decision Notice can be found in full at Appendix B. 
 
 
 

4. Community Engagement Stages 
 

 

4.1 The Wilby Neighbourhood Plan Volunteer Group  led on the preparation of the draft plan and 

it is hoped that the document reflects the communityôs vision and aspirations for the future of 

the parish. In order, to create a Plan that represents the needs and aspirations of residents, 

the Volunteer Group have drawn upon a number of sources including evidence gathered 

through the various stages and as a result of stakeholder and community input. 

 
4.2 The management of the Neighbourhood Plan process has been undertaken by the Volunteer 

Group Members themselves with support from the Parish Council and other local residents as 
required.  

 
4.3 There is a dedicated Neighbourhood Plan web page on the Village website, which contains 

details of the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan, notes from Volunteer Group meetings, 

https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-planning-in-mid-suffolk/wilby-neighbourhood-plan/
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-planning-in-mid-suffolk/wilby-neighbourhood-plan/
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together with copies of the consultation materials and exhibition boards used for Consultations 2 
and 3 above as well as the analysis of the results of those exercises. There are also contact 
details on the website for anyone wishing to receive direct updates on the progress of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. The Wilby Neighbourhood Plan website has been updated regularly to 
provide information to residents about the process and as well as advance notice of any 
consultations or events and any write ups from those events. 

 
 http://wilby.suffolk.cloud/neighbourhood-plan/ 

 
4.4 Details of the consultation events were also published in the Parish newsletter. Posters and 

flyers were used to publicise events and banners were erected at the village entrances. 

Feedback from the consultation event  indicated that the flyers were the most effective form of 

communicating and promoting the Neighbourhood Plan events. An update for the Parish Council 

on Neighbourhood Plan progress was presented at every meeting.  

 

 Evidence Gathering and Draft Vision and Objectives 

4.5 Following the appointment of a Planning Consultant in  Summer  2018, work began on scoping 

the potential content of the Neighbourhood Plan and the Volunteer Group held a workshop 

meeting in which they sought to establish a draft vision and a set of initial objectives that they 

could reality check with members of the Wilby Community. 

4.6 The Volunteer Group were keen to begin to establish potential ideas for future planning policies 

but felt that it was important to reinforce to the local community how important the 

Neighbourhood Plan process can be and what it could or couldnôt deliver for Wilby. Stakeholder 

meetings we held with the School, Church and the Village Hall and time was spent on evidence 

gathering and co-ordinating local evidence and data. 

 

 Public Drop in Sessions November 2018 

 

4.7  On Saturday 24th November and Monday 26th November two public drop-in exhibition events 

were held at Wilby Primary School. Residents were invited to give their views on the emerging 

objectives and draft vision for the Neighbourhood Plan as well as to give a steer to the Volunteer 

Group about what they considered to be the important issues.  

 

4.8 The event was publicised via the website and a flyer was placed through the door of every 

household and a large banner placed outside of the school in the preceding week. Local 

businesses were also contacted. The exhibition consisted of a mix of information and 

consultation boards. The information boards explained what a Neighbourhood Plan was, what its 
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scope was, the draft timetable and how to find out further information on the future stages. The 

consultation boards asked for feedback on the vision and objectives, any other ideas and also 

contained space for comments. There was also a specific board asking for the views of local 

businesses and in particular asking them what their future needs and aspirations would be 

during the plan period and what issues the plan needed to address. Visitors to the exhibitions 

were also asked their views on potential new sites for housing, important views and local green 

spaces. Maps were available for annotation. 
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4.9 95 people which equated to 47% of the adult population attended the exhibition over the two 

days. Views were recorded via dots on exhibition boards and comments were left on post it 

notes. There was also an opportunity for people to sign up to the website for notifications and 

updates on the progress of the plan. 
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 The write-up from the exhibitions can be found at Appendix C 

 

 Policy Ideas Exhibitions ï March 2019 

 

4.10 Following the success of the public drop-in exhibitions, the Volunteer Group analysed the results 

of the drop-ins and came up with a series of ideas for policy based on the results to date. It was 

decided to hold two further public drop-in sessions but this time with more detailed information 

for the public to look at and comment upon. To help them achieve this the Group designed a 

questionnaire that visitors to the exhibition would use to explore the exhibition and fill in on the 

day. Completed questionnaires were posted into a box at the end of the exhibition. A copy of the 

questionnaire is included at Appendix D 

 

4.11 The drop in events were held on Saturday 23rd March and Monday 25th March 2019, again at the 

Primary School. They were publicised in the same way as the previous exhibition. 

 

4.12 In addition to the exhibition boards there were maps for visitors to the exhibitions to look at which 

gave factual information about the Parish e.g. number and location of listed buildings, the area 

covered by the Settlement Boundary. Members of the public were specifically invited to annotate 

the maps to highlight Important buildings that were not nationally listed but were important to the 

character of Wilby. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Consultation Statement July 2020 

 
 

12  

 

Example exhibition boards 

 

4.13 38 completed questionnaires were left at the end of the two days and these were the results 

were written up and analysed. The results of the questionnaire were also posted on the 

Neighbourhood Plan website.  

The full write-up from the exhibition is included is at Appendix E  

4.14 Analysis undertaken by the Volunteer Group of the results of the two public consultation 

sessions reveals a number of issues for the parish with some consistent themes emerging: 

¶ Protection/retention of hedgerows should be a priority 

¶ Footpaths need better maintenance 

¶ Rural character of the village is important 

¶ Concern that new development will spoil countryside views 

¶ High traffic speeds through the village 

¶ Parking/traffic in and around the school at peak times is a problem 

¶ Concern over the design and visual appearance of recent new developments 

¶ Some concerns over affordable housing development 

¶ Accommodation for young families is beyond financial means. 

¶ Expansion of the village must not detract from the village atmosphere and community.  

¶ No appetite for large scale village expansion 

¶ Lack of footways in the village 

¶ No on street parking 

¶ Concerns over sewerage capacity of Wilby ï no mains drainage. 
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¶ Any increase in the size of the village should meet local need and be small scale. 

¶ Development should respect wildlife habitats, existing built, natural and existing 

environments. 

¶ Broadband is slow and mobile phone reception is poor 

¶ More moderate size properties to meet local need are required. 

¶ Village amenities such as the church, school and village hall are valued. 

¶ Support for domestic scale renewable energy measures such as solar panels and ground 

source heat pumps 

¶ No support for wind turbines 

¶ Support for a green area/play space  

 

Pre-Submission Consultation (Regulation 14) ς 22nd January 2020 to 12th March 2020  
 

4.15 The results of all of the public consultation exercises were considered in detail by the Volunteer 

Group in June 2019 and work began on drafting the pre-submission version of the Plan. 

4.16 The Pre-Submission Regulation 14 Consultation was undertaken between 22nd January 2020 

and 12th March 2020.  The consultation lasted for just over 6 weeks. The consultation began with 

a hard copy of the draft plan, a consultation form and details of how to submit representations 

being posted through the door of every house within the parish.  

4.17 The pre-submission consultation was publicised via the website, an article in the Parish 

Magazine and the delivery of the draft plan itself. Copies of the draft Plan and response forms 

were available on the website. A copy was also sent to Mid Suffolk District Council who included 

details of the consultation on their Neighbourhood Plan website: 

 https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-planning-in-mid-

suffolk/wilby-neighbourhood-plan/ 

 http://wilby.suffolk.cloud/neighbourhood-plan/ 

4.18 Notifications of the consultation and details of how to view the draft plan and submit and return 

comments were sent to a wide range of consultees. The list of consultees is shown at Appendix 

F. In addition letters were sent to owners of either a Proposed Non Designated Heritage Asset or 

a Proposed Local Green Space (See Appendix G). 

 

4.19 Following the closing date of the Pre-Submission Consultation  24 responses had been 

received from members of the public including local landowners. In addition, responses had 

also been received from the following consultees: 

 

https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-planning-in-mid-suffolk/wilby-neighbourhood-plan/
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-planning-in-mid-suffolk/wilby-neighbourhood-plan/
http://wilby.suffolk.cloud/neighbourhood-plan/
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¶ Mid Suffolk District Council 

¶ Natural England 

¶ Historic England 

¶ Suffolk Preservation Society 

¶ Woodland Trust 

¶ Anglian Water 

¶ National Grid 

¶ Ipswich and East Suffolk CCG 

 

 

4.20 All responses were acknowledged, and respondents informed that their comments would be 

considered by the Volunteer Group. The Volunteer Group considered all responses 

received at a meeting in April 2020 and each separate comment received consideration. 

The response table is at Appendix H. Each individual comment has been logged and 

assessed. The table shows each individual comment made together with the response of 

the Volunteer Group and any proposed changes to the Plan.   

 

4.21 The suggested responses were agreed by the Volunteer Group at its meeting held on 21st 

April 2020 (See Appendix I for the Minutes) 

 

Summary of key issues raised. 

 

4.22 The key issues raised during the REG14 consultation exercise can be summarised as: 

 

¶ General support for the plan 

¶ Proposed Housing Numbers ï support for. 

¶ Clarification required over the position of Wilby in the settlement hierarchy 

¶ Clarification required on existing permissions (commitment) 

¶ Objection to and support for the proposed settlement boundary amendment at Willow 

Farm.  

¶ Support for the identified non-designated heritage assets 

¶ Suggestions for changes to policy wording for WIL6 to strengthen the heritage aspects 

including safeguarding of the views of the church.  

¶ Comments about need for footway connections from the proposed allocation to the 

school/rest of the village.  

¶ Suggestions for strengthening of policies and clarity around wording 

¶ Support for LGS designations  

¶ Suggestions that parts of the introduction for the housing section requires greater clarity 
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in respect of the composition of the housing figure  

¶ Some concern over the implications of the policy relating to the village hall and requests 

for wording changes to supporting text. 

¶ Support for parish tree and hedge planting scheme. 

¶ Comments in respect of clarity of maps 

 

 
4.23 Following consideration of these representations the following key changes were made to the 

NDP policies: 
 

¶ Factual updates and correction of errors  

¶ Minor amendments to wording of Objectives 1 and 3 

¶ New text in Section 7 to provide clarification around housing numbers and position in 
the settlement hierarchy 

¶ Reconsideration given to the settlement boundary at Willow Farm and decision made 
to delete proposed amendment 

¶ Changes to supporting text throughout the plan 

¶ Minor changes to policy wording for Policies WIL1, 3, 4, 5,7, 8 and 10 

¶ Changes to policy wording of WIL6 

¶ Inclusion of Heritage Impact Assessment for proposed allocation 

¶ Amendments to mapping 
 
 

REG 16 ï Submission 
 
4.24 Following consideration of the revised Neighbourhood Plan documents at the Volunteer Group 

meeting of 21st April 2020 and approval by Wilby Parish Council on 30th July 2020, the 
Neighbourhood Plan and its supporting documents were submitted to Mid Suffolk District 
Council. 
 

4.43 The documents together with this Consultation Statement and the Basic Conditions Statement 
can be viewed at: 

 
 http://wilby.suffolk.cloud/neighbourhood-plan/ 
 
 and on Mid Suffolkôs Neighbourhood Plan pages of their website: 
 
 https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-planning-in-mid-

suffolk/wilby-neighbourhood-plan/ 
 
 
 
 

http://wilby.suffolk.cloud/neighbourhood-plan/
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-planning-in-mid-suffolk/wilby-neighbourhood-plan/
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-planning-in-mid-suffolk/wilby-neighbourhood-plan/
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5.  Communication 
 

 

5.1 Good communication is key to the local community feeling included and informed about the 
progress and content of the Wilby Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
5.2 Essential to this was the Neighbourhood Plan page on the Wilby Parish Council website. 

http://wilby.suffolk.cloud/neighbourhood-plan/ The website was updated regularly during the 
production of the Neighbourhood Plan and new information included to publicise upcoming 
consultations as well as the results of the consultation exercises including all exhibition and 
consultation material, Neighbourhood Plan documents and contact details. There was also the 
ability for residents to sign up to the Neighbourhood Plan mailing list to be informed directly of 
progress on the plan. 

 
5.3 To spread news of the emerging Neighbourhood Plan, the Volunteer Group used: 

¶ Parish Council website http://wilby.suffolk.cloud/parish-council/ 

¶ Direct emails to those signed up to the Mailing List  

¶ Flyers delivered around the parish delivered by Volunteer Group Members 

¶ Event posters which went up throughout the Parish 

¶ Neighbourhood Plan Banners erected to publicise the drop-in events 

¶ Regular articles and updates in the Parish Magazine (Brunby Community Magazine) 

¶ Facebook  

¶ Banners advertising Drop-in events. 

¶ Hard copy of draft plan delivered to every household 
 
5.4 At each stage of consultation, copies of the exhibition boards have been placed on the website 

so that anyone unable to attend the events was able to view the information. The results of each 
stage of consultation have also been placed on the website to provide an overall picture of 
comments received.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://wilby.suffolk.cloud/neighbourhood-plan/
http://wilby.suffolk.cloud/parish-council/
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6.  Conclusion 
 

 
6.1  The programme of community engagement and communications carried out during the 
 production of the Wilby Neighbourhood Plan was extensive and varied. It reached a wide range 
 of the local population and provided opportunities for many parts of the local community. 

to input and comment on the emerging policies. 
 

6.2 The comments received throughout and specifically in response to the consultation 
on  the REG14 PreȤSubmission draft of the Wilby Neighbourhood Development Plan have been 
addressed, in so far as they are practical, and in conformity with the National Planning Policy 
Framework and the policies in the development Plan for Mid Suffolk and the emerging Babergh-
Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan. 
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Appendix A - Application for Neighbourhood Plan Area Designation 

 

 

  

https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Neighbourhood-Planning/Wilby-NP-Area-App.pdf
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