
Each tray and bug box needs to be about  full of water and carefully placed to
avoid tipping out the creatures.

The safest way to pond dip is to kneel down and work at ground level.

Slowly sweep the net back and forward in the pond 4 or 5 times.  

Take the net back to the tray, kneel down and then turn net inside out
into the water. 

GENTLY shake the net in the water and check that all creatures have come off.  

Pass net onto another member of the group to have a go.

Once you have caught some creatures, start looking at them more closely:

GENTLY catch one creature with a plastic spoon and transfer to a bug box.

Try and identify the creature using the ID guides. Record your findings. 

Make sure to empty bug boxes back into your tray regularly.  

Try dipping in different zones of the pond and see what you find.
This could be an interesting experiment.  

When you have finished, tidy up and rinse out equipment ready for the next group.

How to pond dip

Equipment required
✓

White trays
Sturdy dipping nets
Bug boxes – magnified lids are useful
Magnifying glasses
Plastic spoons (avoid with very young pond dippers)Identification (ID) charts / Keys 
First Aid Kit
Throw line, depending on location
Digital camera

Hand wipes/antibacterial soap
Project Ponds pack!

1–2

15

27

16



Top Tips

Think about the time of year you want to
pond dip and the lifecycles of creatures in
freshwater.

Avoid catching too much weed or
digging down into thick mud. These are
both great habitats for pond creatures,
but you won’t see much if your tray is full
of them! Carefully put back excess weed
into the pond. 

Avoid putting too 
many creatures in 
the bug boxes 
together; they may 
not all survive!

Share fantastic 
finds with the rest
of your group.

Looking after each other

Keep away from steep edges and slippery sides.

If there are quite a few people dipping, split
into small groups and only let one student
from each group dip at a time. 

Always have an adult supervising the dipping. 

Take care with the net. Don’t knock anyone
with it or poke any eyes. 

Remember freshwater is not always clean
water; cover cuts with a plaster or rubber
gloves to avoid any infection.

Wash hands thoroughly after the activity
and before eating or drinking.

Be prepared for hot or cold weather
conditions. 

Creature care

• Remember that pond animals are living

things and need to be cared for. 

• Don’t use fingers to catch creatures, you

could harm them and they could harm you!

Some minibeasts can give a nasty bite!

• Creatures should be returned to the pond

soon after dipping, especially on hot days.

• When you empty trays back into the pond,

lower from ground level and slide into the

water. DO NOT tip the water and creatures

from a height. 

• Remember that these creatures cannot survive

out of the water. There may be creatures

hiding in pondweed so make sure you don’t

leave any out of water. 
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