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The Communities Service Area includes: Safe Communities (including community safety, anti-social behaviour, safeguarding and 

the Community Safety Partnership)

Strong Communities ( including grants, external funding, community development, and community rights)

Healthy Communities and Policy (including health and wellbeing, health interventions and preventative activity)

Communities team Grants Officers had contact with 15 individual voluntary organisations to provide support and ongoing advice for projects including Village Halls, play area 

and sports facilities. Boxford Pavilion has undergone a partial refurbishment, including additional female changing space, recognising the growing involvement of girls in 

football and other sports.  The improvements will ensure the future sustainability of the pavilion and provide much needed facilities for the community. Capital funding of 

£7,043 representing 33% of total project costs of £21,021 has been committed to this project. External Funding advice has been provided to a range of organisations and the 

National Lottery regional team has been to visit the districts and discuss potential projects. The AONB team has also been assisted to secure £140K of Leader funding for their 

“Improving the Stour Valley for Visitors” project. Section 106 funding of £79,657.30 has been allocated to skatepark and play improvements at Belle Vue Park Sudbury. 

The Communities team collaborated with the Housing Enabling team on the planning and development of a Lunch & Learn Event held on 3rd July during National Housing 

Week.  The event brought together a range of partners with communities to share learning on Community Land Trusts, Assets of Community Value, Housing Needs Surveys and 

Funding.

The 1st year of Active Wellbeing, our commissioned programme working in rurally located GP practice group settings over 3 years concluded in June.  Over the past year, 77 

older residents in Long Melford & Lavenham have been supported to become more physically active, less lonely and socially isolated.  The team at Active Suffolk (our delivery 

partner) are already taking referrals for year 2. All Together Now is a new participatory music programme to enliven and enrich the lives of older/elderly people through a 

creative process and live music experiences including collaboration with a world class orchestra. Phase 1 of the project engaged over 90 residents from 4 care homes and the 

Memories Café, Ansell Centre culminating in a live event ‘Creative Journeys on Golden Sands’ held at Hadleigh URC on 24 April.  We are currently awaiting the outcome of an 

£80,000 bid to the National Lottery Community Fund stage 2.  The

project will commence again in September 2019.

Dementia Action Week took place between 20 and 26 May 2019. The Communities Team supported Hadleigh Dementia Action Alliance to raise

awareness through a series of events and activities. Sudbury hosted a Memory Walk where over 200 people took part in walking half a mile, 1, 3 or 5 miles to

raise funds and awareness of the condition. In addition, 37 council employees completed Dementia Friends training during the week and more is planned.  Mental Health 

Awareness Week took place between 13 and 19 May. The Communities Team worked with HR and Communications to support the

“Take 10” campaign and also to promote the Mental Health First Aiders who are available to support staff.  

 


