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The Communities Service Area includes: Safe Communities (including community safety, anti-social behaviour, safeguarding and the Community Safety Partnership)

Strong Communities ( including grants, external funding, community development, and community rights)

Healthy Communities and Policy (including health and wellbeing, health interventions and preventative activity)

Communities Team Grants Officers had direct contact with approximately 30 individual voluntary organisations providing support and ongoing advice for projects including Village Halls, Play 

areas and sport facilities. An offer of £25,000 capital funding was made for the netball court and car park project at Needham Market Community Centre, supported by Developer Contributions 

totalling £131,609.  The project brings the previously netball/tennis courts back into use to meet the national upward trend in these sporting activities and meets local demand, whilst also 

increasing the financial sustainability of the Community Centre.  In May developer contributions of £57,431 supported Gislingham Silver Band and enabled the progression of the rebuild of the 

historical band hall/meeting room ensuring future sustainability of the band and additional facilities for broader use. External Funding advice has been provided to a range of organisations and 

the National Lottery regional team has been to visit the districts and discuss potential projects. The John Peel centre project in Stowmarket has been supported working with the Economic 

Development team. Support has also been provided for the community engagement elements of the Needham lake Visitor Centre project.

The Communities team collaborated with the Housing Enabling team on the planning and development of a Lunch & Learn Event held on 3rd July during National Housing Week.  The event 

brought together a range of partners with communities to share learning on Community Land Trusts, Assets of Community Value, Housing Needs Surveys and Funding.

On 10 June the Women’s Cycling Tour of Britain stage passed through Mid Suffolk and finished in Stowmarket. Despite the adverse weather there was an

excellent turnout from local communities to watch the race as well as at the various community events supported by the Council. Hosting world class events such as this not only stimulates 

tourism and investment in our places but can also inspire people of all ages to take up cycling as part of a healthier lifestyle. The 1st year of Active Wellbeing, our commissioned programme 

working in rurally located GP practice group settings over 3 years, concluded in June.  Over the past year, 77 older residents in Fressingfield and Stradbroke have been supported to become more 

physically active, less lonely and socially isolated helping to improve their wellbeing.  The team at Active Suffolk (our delivery partner) are already taking referrals for year.

Dementia Action Week took place between 20 and 26 May 2019. The Communities Team supported Stowmarket Dementia Action Alliance to raise awareness of the condition through a range of 

events and activities including a relaxed ‘dementia- friendly’ film screening at the Regal cinema, Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre’s ‘Live Well’ class hosting a tea dance (62attendees) and several new 

local businesses and residents signing up to bedementia friends.  In addition, 37 council employees completed Dementia Friends training during the week and more is planned. Mental Health 

Awareness Week took place between 13 and 19May. The Communities Team worked with HR and Communications to support the “Take 10” campaign and also to promote the Mental Health 

First Aiders who are available to support staff.

Our formal agreement with Suffolk Police to fund two Police Community Support Officers in Mid Suffolk was set up in January 2019. The fundamental role of this arrangement is to contribute to 

policing through visible patrols and the purpose of reassuring the public, increasing ordinance in public places, being accessible to communities and working at a local level with partner agencies.  

The Management Agreement requires an activity report to be presented to Full Council twice a year and agreed performance information to be submitted on a six monthly basis, the outcomes 

from this first review will be shared within Councillors following the meeting. It is important though that we provide an appropriate audit of these arrangements therefore all relevant data, those 

set out within the SLA, will be included in the suite of  performance measures in future reports.


