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Introduction

The conservation area in Great

Waldingfield was originally designated
by West Suffolk County Council in 1973,
and inherited by Badrgh District
Council at itsinception in 1974.

TheCouncil hasa dutyto review its
conservatiorarea designations from time
to time, and this appraisal examines ‘
Great Waldingfield under a number of
different headings as set outkmglish
Heritage® dGuidance on Conservation
AreaMd pr ai s alamdbaving2 0 0
regardto Historic Englands new
guidance(2016)

This brings the villge in line with
Baberghodos other <co
appraisals in the same formafs

such it is a straightforward appraisaf
GreatWaldn g f i eilt @ndrenmdmiu
in conservéon terms.

As a document it is neither prescriptive

nor overly descriptive, but more a
demonstration of oO6qualit)
sufficient to infornthe Planning Officer

and othersconsidering changesr

assessig proposed worksthere The

photograpls and maps ar¢hus intended

to contribute as much as the text itself

As theHistoric Englandguidelines point
out, the appraisal is to be read as a
general overview, rather than as a
comprehensive listingnd the omisgin
of any particular buitling, feature or
spacedoes not imply that it is of no
interest in conservation terms.

Text,photogaphs and map overlays by
Patrick Taylor, Conservation Architect,
for Babergh District Council 20




Topographical Famework

The village of Great Wdlngfieldlies
about two miles nortkeast of the market
town of Sudbury in souttvest Suffolk,
and alwut four miles south of the historic
village of Lavenham. It is situated on ang
area of highetand between 60 and 70§
above O.D.just east of a large lel
areathatserved as WWII airfield.

Land to the nortkwest drops into the
valley of the River &, that flows south
east to eventually join the River Stour at
Thorington Street.

The modan village, known as The
Heath, adjoinghe B 1115 from Sudbury |
towardsBildeston, buthe hamlet around
the church and aadjoining hamlet of
Upsher Green are theriginal
settlements. Together these comprise t
conservation area and lie off this road
about half a mile to the eh

Whilst the surrounding couryside s
essentiallycovered with the usual

overlyinglagr of boul der cl ay
Suf f o Vdnds,she village sits upon

a pocket where this is hidden by

Ly ../ | overlying glacial sands angravels,

Bl s Bk L™ | which continue aa minor ridgeto

I : | Newton and Assingtdurther south.

The hgher ground on which the church
andits adjoining hamlet sit appear like
an idand within a surrounding sea of
agricultural land. This separation from
the rest of theillage should be
maintainedand any devepment
required locallyplacedfurther west.

The village lies about two miles frothe
main A134 Colchester to Sudbury road
and the nearest rail link is at Sudbury,
where a branch off the east coast main
line now terminates.




ArchaeologicalSignificance

Great Waldingfiéd has no gk of great

significance in archaeological tersnbut
the County Sites and Monuments Rdco
lists alout forty sites around the parish.

The oldest of these is a Palaeoldiiand
axe and there is a relativelyame recent

Neolithic axe head.

A stone macedad and a goug date
from the Bronze Age andraimber of
ring ditches and enclosures dikely to
be of similar age.

The Romans have left us a puddingston
guern, potery scatters and a section of

Roman roadwhilst in their turn the
Saxons ave left a bonze figurineand
various other bits of metatwk.

In Walingafella
teh ulme? tein fab heroldo T.R.E.1. cat tfe. cum foc.
Semp.r1.uit.7 v Jbor.td.z.fer. nult,Sep. 11 .car.in dhio.
Silua. 111. por. 7 . 1111 .ad pei.Semp.1 .e&.Sgg.n Lan.d xin
por .t . nutt . Tac uat. xxx .fol.;) 7 th redd xr.fot.ht dith
lel in long: -7 dith in lato. & de gei:’.vn .d.70b qCL;q.l
ibi tenent. Eccla de xxx . act

1 carucate of land with the jurisdiction.
Always 1 villager: 5 smallholders. Then 1 slave, now none.
Always 2 ploughs in lordship.
Woodland, 3 pigs; meadow, 4 acres. Always 1 horse. Always 2
cattle. Then 12 pigs, now none.
Value then 30s; later and now it pays 40s.
It has % league in length and 2 in width; 7%d in tax, whoever
holds there.
A church with 30 acres.

In WALDINGFIELD Wulfmer, a thane, held under Harold before 1066;

The Domesday survey of 108&d two
manors and one church for Waldingfield
as a whole, but makes no digtion
between Little or Great.

The churchand churchyed provide the

usualMedieval inerest, the chrch walls

containing significanamounts of what
could be Roman tile. Theare also

three potential Medieval moated sites,
along with a Postmedievawindmill site.

Babergh Hall is in Great Wdingfield,
the ancient meeting pt& for the
Hundred of Babegh, from which the

modern Distrct Council takes its name.

The name ofhe village is reputed to
mean the Oopen
dwellersbyte wol d

area
(wood) 6.

(fiel
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Intrinsic Quality of Buildings

Great Waldingfield hads fair share of
listed buildings, although only the
Church is grade |, Babergh Hall is grade
[I* and the rest are grade Il

The Church of St Lawrence was built at
the end of the #4Century of flint and
stone n the Perpentular style with a
fine westower. The chanel wasrebuilt

i n the | atnedbyWididmd s
Butterfield, the great gbic revivalist.

Babergh Hall is a fine late 18 early
19" Century house standing in its own
parkland a littleto the northwest of the
settlement, in @the the main vilage
nor the conservation area. It isulit to a
U-shaped plan in Suffolk wiki brick with
a slate roof.

The remaining grade Il listed buildings
are for the most part domestic and
varioudy timberframed or brick built,
but alsoinclude a K6 telepone kosk
outsideProspectHouse, on Té Street.

Pevsner makes note @fd particular
houses for their chimneys: High Trees
(now known as Church Gate) is near the
Church and has 3 octagonal stefvith
star cappings, as well as a vipatten
carved bresummedated 1670.

He also claims one6l” Century chimney

at White Hal, about amile to the south
west, is even better, but it seems not to be
listed.







Traditional Bulding Materials

Great Waldingfield hs examples oimost
ofSi f ol kds | ocal habu
have been used through thges.

Timber-framed construction is there but
not in an immediately obvious way, as
there is little in the way of jettied fit
floors orexposed timbers. Brick or
rendeed froris hawe hidden most of the
clues and steep platiled roofs are all
that remain visible.

Examples of timbeframed houses near
the church look more authentically
ancient with their thatched roofs and
various largebrick chimneys.

S fuffod k  ricksdppeabas

chimneys on many buildis, whilst at

Upsher Gren there is a comntration of

19" Century brick cottages with slate

roofs, many with pleasing polychrome

brick patterning in thedcal red and

6Suf f ol k whlattér prébablyr i ¢c k s,
from neaby Sudbury.

Suffolk white brick$wrongly described

asé gr ey g alistihg) dan alsmbet h e
seen to good effect on The Old Rectory,

an older timbetframed building

refronted in the eayl 19" Century.

The flint and stone ohe church is
mirrored inthe nearby Victorian school
building built in pebblesvith white brick
dressngs.

t



Hierarchy of Spaces

village of Great Waldingfield isitiated
abouthalf a mile soutkwest of ts
original historic core

The Heath, the main built up part of the * & “hg#-
2
s

The latter, that formde bulk of the
Conservation Area, compriséhe
Church with an adjoining hamlet of
mainly historic buildings, plus a further
hanlet at Upsher Green about a quarter g
mile furthereast.

The Church ispproachedby turning
souh-eagwards off the B1115 Sudhur
to Stowmarket road, just beyond the ne
village centre. The Street climbs then
passes by the Church leading to a
staggeredunction with Rectory Road to
the soth-west, beynd which the Street
turns to thenorth-east.

Beyond this central junctioof the
hamlet with its small triangularrgen
the lane continues to the sotghst
before turning abruptly left leading to
Upsher Green where there is another
cluster of dwdings.

Because theommercial catre of the
village lies in the newer part tde south
west, there is not the usual Huwip
feeling within the hamlet, which thus
retains a very rural character. This
rural character could perhaps best be
preserved by eending the Consertian
Area toinclude a comigte geen belt of
agricultural land around the historic
core. This shouléxend as far as the
River Box to the@orth-east the B1115
Sudbury to Bildeston road thenorth-
westand as far as thexisting
developments of The Heath to thaith-
west
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