Building for a healthy Life – Wellbeing Impact Assessment – Guidance notes 
This Wellbeing Impact Assessment validation requirement sets out a precise series of expectations that we believe are necessary in creating high-quality places that are easy for everyone to use. It also shows how the process of making a planning application encourages everyone to think about how inclusive, practical and attractive a place will be once it is built and the positive impact the development will have on the health and wellbeing of those who live there. 
This wellbeing impact assessment will apply to: 
· All development proposals of 10 or more dwellings and/or more than 10,000sq.m of non-residential floor space 
· All new major public buildings and community facilities 

This reflects both the policy position set out in our Joint Local Plan and emerging Wellbeing and Health Supplementary Planning Document. 
Before you get started, there are a number of issues that we expect you to consider further.
The first are the 12 concepts of Building for a Healthy Life which has been incorporated into this impact assessment. The guidance identifies twelve considerations grouped into the following three headings: 
· Integrated Neighbourhoods 
· Distinctive Places 
· Streets for All 

The figure below is taken from page 7 of Building for a Healthy Life, and sets out the relationship between this design code, the National Planning Policy Framework (2021) and the National Design Guide which is aimed at everyone involved in planning and design and sets out the characteristics of well-designed places and demonstrates what good design means in practice. 

	Integrated Neighbourhoods 
	NPPF - relevant paragraphs
	National Design Guide
	BMSDCs Joint Local Plan Policies

	Natural connections 
	91a; 102c and e; 104d; 127b; 127f
	B3; M1; M2; N1; R3
	LP24, LP28

	Walking, cycling and public transport
	20c; 91a; 91c; 127e
	B1; B3; M1; R3
	LP24, LP29

	Facilities and services
	102; 103
	B1; B3; N1; P3; U1; U3
	LP24

	Homes for everyone
	60-62
	B1; B2; U2; U3
	LP24

	BHL 2 Distinctive Places
	
	
	

	Making the most of what’s there
	122d; 127c; 127d; 153b; 184
	C1; C2; I1; B2; R3
	LP24

	A memorable character
	122d; 127c; 127d
	C2; I1; I3; B3
	LP24

	Well defined streets and spaces
	91a
	B2; M2; N2; N3; P1; P2; H2; L3
	LP24

	Easy to find your way around
	91b; 127b
	I1; M1; M2; U1
	LP24

	BHL 3 Streets for All
	
	
	

	Healthy streets
	91b; 102c and e; 110a-d
	M1; M2; N3; P1; P2; P3; H1; H2
	LP29

	Cycle and car parking
	101e; 127f; 105d
	B2; M1; M3
	LP29

	[bookmark: _Hlk155250565]Green and blue infrastructure
	20d; 91b; 91c; 127f; 155; 170d; 174
	C1; B3; M1; N1; N2; N3; P1; P3; H1; R3; L1
	LP24, LP28

	Back of pavement, front of home
	127a-b; d; f
	M3; H3; L3
	LP24


1. National Design Guide; Planning practice guidance for beautiful, enduring and successful places;(Jan 2021) Department for Levelling Up Housing and Communities(Department for Housing, Local Government and Communities at time of publication)
Our approach to development and design is based on these most identified and established guidance and publications, and our intentions are to actively encourage developers to understand and apply the methodology to activate discussion to achieve aspirational development and create high quality places. The guidance lists and illustrates examples of good practice highlighted by a green light and poor practice is highlighted with a red light. We will be following these principals when we screen your wellbeing impact assessment.  We do not view this work as a cold ‘tick box’ exercise and it should not be approached this way. The wellbeing impact assessment is an opportunity to have a detailed discussion about issues we believe need to be addressed and which will make the development much more acceptable in terms of community and people’s wellbeing.
We also expect you to consider the health inequalities in the Ward (or the place) where the development is being proposed using locally sourced information developed by our colleagues in Public Health. It is important to have regard to this information, we know the 194 wards across our district are not all the same, so we expect the submission to highlight specific rather than general statements in this regard. We encourage you to consider the following sources of Public Health information: 
· Public Health - Suffolk County Council
· Place-based needs assessments - Healthy Suffolk
· Suffolk Observatory – Welcome to the Suffolk Observatory
· Healthy Suffolk – Knowledge and intelligence

Finally, all applicants of developments will be required to comprehensively complete the wellbeing impact assessment form. Please note; This form is not intended to create additional work, quite the opposite, it is an opportunity for the applicant to highlight and demonstrate quality design utilising the information within the existing application. Applicants are required to provide a very brief summary of each point but more importantly, note the page number or document title of supporting evidence that provides further detail from other accompanying information. Incomplete or insufficient information will delay your application.

