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Steering Group Members

Chaiman Mr John Wheals
Secretary/Treasurer Mr Michael Anderton
Parish Councillor Mr John Blackmore
Member Mr Jim Smith
Member Mrs Aimee Barford
Member Mrs Sue Telling

Co-opted Volunteer Members: -

Mr Ray Bloomfield

Mr David Eastall
Mr Bob Feltwell
Mr Bob Mawkes

Mrs Sandra Mehan

Mr Adrian Mills
Mr Joe Orr

Mrs Jackie Tiller
Mr John Tombs

Mr Ralph Tyldesley

Chronology
January 2005

February 2005
March 2005

April 2005

July 2005
September 2005
October 2005
November 2005
December 2005
January 2006
February 2006

March 2006

First meeting of Chairman and Secretary

Parish Council authorises appointment of Chaiman and
Secretary of the Parish Plan Committee and awards a set up
grant of £100.

Consultation meeting with Suffolk Acre to identify procedure
and funding arrangements needed to produce a parish plan
Annual Parish Meeting presentation by Suffolk Acre
representative and the formation of a steering committee of 4
individuals to be known as the Bentley Parish Plan Group
(BPPG).

Suffolk ACRE training day attended by BPPG members.
Results of a pilot survey of residents analysed

First grant application to National Lottery Awards for All (A4 A),
local support fund raising commenced.

A4 A grant application rejected on technical points associated
with banking arrangements.

Second grant application to A4A overcoming rejection points.
Grant application rejected with further technical objections.
Meeting at Suffolk ACRE to clarify application requirements,
preparation of a DEFRA grant application started.

Meeting at Suffolk ACRE for final check of the application
submitted for DEFRA core funding.

DEFRA and Babergh DC grant approved. 2 members of
BPPG attended Suffolk ACRE consultation workshop.
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April 2006 Parish plan software received from Cheltenham and
Gloucester University.
May 2006 2 additional members appointed to the BPPG. Meetings

commenced to develop and agree the format and content of a
survey questionnaire.

October 2006 Main questionnaires printed by contract. Content of youth
guestionnaire agreed and printed in house.

November 2006 Ten additional volunteers recruited and briefed. Distribution
and collection of questionnaires commenced.

December 2006 Collection of questionnaires completed. Input of data to
software completed by contractor and initial reports extracted.

January 2007 Report commenced.

Aims & objectives

The aim of the BPPG was to identify the likes and dislikes of the residents of the
parish of Bentley, and the issues that could be reasonably and practically be
addressed, within acceptable financial limitations, to further improve the lifestyle of
the parish.

The objective is to furnish Bentley Parish Council with an action plan detailing the
actions sought, how they might be addressed and the names of those members of
the community who would be prepared to assist in their delivery.

Itis recognised that social pressures will inevitably bring change to our parish but
the residents of Bentley must have their say in the nature, timing and
environmental effects of such changes.

To this effect, copies of this report will be submitted to Suffolk Acre; Suffolk County
Council Local Member, Babergh District Council Local Members; the Highways
Authority; the Countryside Agency and Suffolk Police.

Following distribution of this report, an open evening will be held at the Bentley
village hall in 2007. This will enable all present to contribute ideas as to how the
keyissues could be tackled and to volunteer theirservices to help progress any or
all of them for the benefit of the parish of Bentley.

Procedure

All residents within the parish were encouraged to take part in a pilot study by
recording their needs within the parish and those characteristics they deemed not
to be so attractive or acceptable.

This, in effect, enabled everyone in Bentley to voice an opinion on the above. 23
parishioners responded to the pilot questionnaire and comment sheet.

Based on these responses, the BPPG was able to start work on the contents of the
formal questionnaire.
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The dedicated software needed for this project was provided by Cheltenham and
Gloucester University and contained some 323 specific questions many of which
were not applicable to a small parish like Bentley.

Nevertheless, it was a necessary exercise to reduce the number of questions to a
level that enabled the BPPG to obtain opinions from all parishioners on all issues
relating to the village. The BPPG met at fortnightly intervals throughout the
summer of 2006 until a consensus had been obtained and a final draft version of
the document produced.

The final questionnaire contained some 69 questions, 2 of which were textual, thus
allowing residents to freely add their views, fears and comments etc.

The parish was divided up into 16 areas of roughly equal numbers of dwellings to
enable the 10 volunteers and the 6 BPPG members to undertake distribution and
collection of the questionnaires. Using the latest version of the Electoral Roll and
local knowledge it was possible to identify all 344 dwellings within the parish for the
volunteers to visit.

Each wolunteer was briefed and amed with the appropriate number of main
questionnaires, a quantity of youth questionnaires, an identity badge, a list of
dwellings to visit and a number of blank prize draw tickets for those that completed
a questionnaire.

The result was 270 completed questionnaires, covering 516 people. This
represents approximately an 80% response. However not all respondents
answered all the questions and one questionnaire could not be used (insufficient
data). In addition 20 youth questionnaires were returned.

The completed questionnaires were then each given a unique number and the
details entered on the dedicated software by a contractor, ready for analysis.
Reports recording the overall question counts and the details of the 2 textual
question responses have been printed out for use in producing this report.

Full statistical analysis reports have not yet been issued but will be available to
interested parties if required in due course.
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Description of the community

The parish of Bentley lies midway between the A12 and A137 roads some 6 miles
from Ipswich and 172miles from the hub village of Capel St. Mary, in the county of
Suffolk.

The parish is bounded to the west by the A12 and the parish of Capel St Mary,
whilst to the east it is bounded by the A137 and the parish of Tattingstone.
Although a scattered parish, the village is mainly centred around the C426 road

that passes through the centre. It has a population of some 750 parishioners and
around 344 residences.

Females outnumbermales 51% to 49%.

15% of people are under the age of 18 years; 48% are between 18 and 59 years;
37% are over the age of 60 years.

10% of people are self employed, 40% are employees and 35% are retired.

Virtually all necessary services are to be found in Capel St Mary and although
there is a bus service, great reliance is placed on motor cars for access.

The nearest railway stations are Ipswich and Manningtree, giving good access to
the London to Norwich mainline services and connecting services to all parts of the
country.

The parish receives regular deliveries of post, newspapers, milk and dairy
products, whilst supplies of groceries, bread, fresh fish and other goods are
available at Capel St Mary or a local farm shop. Tesco also deliver to the parish as
and when required. There is a popular public house with recently built restaurant.

A petrol filling station and small amenity shop are situated within the parish
boundary but this is on the A12 and not close to the village centre. Despite not
having a village shop or Post Office, Bentley possesses a thriving and enviable
community spirit revolving around the village hall and the Case is Altered pub.

The primary school and church of St Mary's lie some distance from the village
centre but have strong links with the community.

Activity groups in the parish include Outdoor Bowls, Carpet Bowls, Footpath
Society, Horticultural Society, Aerobics, Luncheon Club, Parent Teacher
Association, Play Group, Mums and Toddler Group, Tuesday Club (over 60s) and
Women'’s Institute.

Work is underway to replace the well used wooden village hall with a new brick
built construction that it is hoped will facilitate even more parish-based activities.

Over 92% of the responders feel that the community spirit, the environment and
the location are the mostimportant aspects of Bentley to them.
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The built up area of the village is enclosed by a very tight development envelope,

which only allows infill or limited deviations from the Babergh District Council Local
Plan to take place.
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Households

The housing stock of Bentley was estimated to be 344 dwellings. In the 268
households that responded only 4.5% had an individual currently in need of
alternative accommodation. Although 21 children from the village attended Bentley
CEVC Primary School, 19 attended other primary schools. A similar number of
children attend Bentley School from other villages. 21 (7.8%) households
responding had a member registered as disabled.

Area for action: - Encourage more residents to send their children to Bentley
CEVC Primary School.

Personal

The majority of respondents (75%) had lived in Bentley for over 6 years and 31
(6%) had lived here for over 51 years. 42% moved here because it was an
attractive area and 34% came with family or had family connections. 46% found
the location as the mostimportant attribute.

Area for action: - Maintain Bentley as a desirable location to live.

Employment Status

503 people answered the question about their employment status. Of these, 32%
were employed, 1% unemployed and 4% in full or part time education. 10% of the
respondents were self-employed, and of these 3% employed other people. Those
retired accounted for 35% of the sample, whilst 2% were pemanently sick or
disabled and 6% were unwaged housewives or husbands. Only 4 people were
seeking employment at the time of the survey. 16% worked in Ipswich, 14% in the
local area and 7% in Bentley. 23 people recorded London as their principle place
of work.

Area for action: - Support a wide range of employment situations and note the
high level of retired residents

Transport

Nearly 93% of residents use the car as their major means of transport, with only a
total of 3% using public transport. The community bus is rarely used except for
leisure purposes (5% of users) and medical visits (1% of users). The majority of
residents do not experience problems in getting out of the village and 40% of
people would like to see an improved bus timetable. However, parking is a problem
for some residents who often get driveways blocked or rely on roadside parking. 36
respondents were prepared to take part in a voluntary transport scheme although
only 17 gave their contact details.

Area for action: - Seek an improved public transport timetable and develop a
voluntary transport scheme.

Traffic dangers
Over 65% of respondents felt that commuter traffic through the village was a major
problem and that this was caused by speeding 64% (80% of which nominated

9
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Capel Road) and lorries passing through (51%). There was a mixed view of how
speeding should be dealt with, 31% supported traffic calming/speed bumps, 29%
supported extension of the speed limit area and 26% supported a lower speed
limit. Amajor concem was the danger at the Capel/Bergholt Road junction, this
was widely nominated in the textual question No. 69. Half of respondents (50%)
felt that the pavements were reasonably user friendly, but 44.6% felt that more
were needed, while 33% felt that street lights were needed. A particular need was
a footway along the Capel Road and into Bergholt Road. Overhanging vegetation
(56%) was quoted as a problem for people with disabilities and nowhere to sit
(48%) as a particular need.

Area for action: - Identify methods of reducing the speed and amount of traffic
passing through Bentley. Develop proposals to improve the Capel/Bergholt Road
junction and a footway along Capel Road.

Education

Bentley CEVC primary School was rated as very important or important to the
community (80%) in spite of only 21 of the 40 local children attending the schoal. In
the area of pre school facilities, 49% felt the need for a playgroup, 39% for a
nursery school, a fact born out by the textual responses that often felt that more
than two mornings a week were required. The question of more educational
facilities or new clubs within Bentley provided a wide range of information, with
52% wishing for adult classes followed by 23% wanting a holiday play scheme and
22% after school clubs.

There is an obvious demand for new clubs and activities with keep fit classes
(41%) followed by computer/internet (35%), yoga (24%) and art (24%) clubs high
on the list. Awide range of other clubs and pasttimes also appeared to be popular
and need to be further researched in order to find out exactly what is required and
what can be accommodated in the new village hall.

The results of the question on social facilities for the various age groups resulted in
179 respondents with facilities for children up to 16 years being poor, young people
17-25 years being poor, people 2660 years reasonable and over 60 years also
reasonable. However, the majority appeared to have no opinion.

There was an overwhelming need for a children’s playground in the village (70%)
with a mixed response as to the preferred location. Most popular was the school
playing field (36%), the parish playing field (31%) and the village hall (27%).

Area for action: - De velop the educational facilities available for all ages, including
extension of the playgroup hours. Develop a plan to provide a children’s play area.

Development

The need for new housing in Bentley was generally split between those against
(47%) and those in favour (39%), although 13% didn’t know. The most popular
type of housing need was homes for young people (45%), small family homes
(31%) and sheltered accommodation (19%). The most popular type of
accommodation required was low cost sale or rent (29%), restricted sale to local

10
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people (25%) and local authority or housing association rented (23%). Over 40% of
people felt that no further housing was needed.

When asked about what type of housing development would be acceptable, the
main choices were small groups of less than 10 houses (37%) and single dwellings
in controlled locations (36%). Over 17% of respondents felt that development
outside the planning envelope would be acceptable. 41% felt that there was
insufficient publicity given to planning applications.

People were asked how they would like the village to develop and 492 people
responded. The clear majority (60%) would like Bentley to stay as it is, although
43% would like to see it develop as a working community. Some people obviously
supported both of these ideas, so the consensus of opinion seems to be that
Bentley should mainly stay as itis now, but with more emphasis on it developing
as a working village. Less popular were the ideas of development as a retirement
community (10%) and a commuter community (7%).

A complete housing needs survey has not been carried outand it maybe
necessary to undertake this as a separate exercise. Such schemes are developed
in partnership with Parish Councils, the District Council and a Housing Association
and can resultin small housing developments kept for local people in perpetuity
that can never be sold on the open market. A legal documentis drawn up to keep
the houses for local people and will state clearly who is eligible for housing in the
new development.

Area for action: - Extend the development envelope to allow small groups of
affordable/social/retirement housing to be built. Give consideration to a housing
needs survey.

Services
Health
465 people answered the question on the standard of medical services in Bentley.
Main Health Services
% of thosew ho have
used the service
100 Doctor Nurse Ambulance
90
80 T
70 T
60 T
50 4 O Good/Reasonable
 Poor/No opinion
40 +—
30 T
20 T
o Boctor Nurse Anfoulance
L1 B | B | B
Doctor Nurse Ambulance
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Of the respondents who have used the services the rating for good/reasonable
were doctor 89%, nurse 90% and ambulance 91%. Except for the doctor's
services, nearly 50% of respondents had not used the other medical services.

Households where there was someone registered as disabled living amounted to
7.8% of the 270 responding households.

Area for action: - Give full support to the Constable Country Medical Practice and
seek to improve the appointmentsystem.

Emergency and other services

There was a good response to the question of the quality of the emergency
services within Bentley with 465 respondents. However, over 40% had not used
these services except for the police and nearly 3% had no opinion. Most highly
rated was the ambulance service (18%) and fire (16%). The opinion on the local
community police was split between good (8%), reasonable (10%) and poor (10%).

Support for improvements called for a greater police presence (56%), more
activities for young people (52%) and better consultation between police and local
people (38%).

Emergency and otherServices
% ofthose who hawe

usedthe senice
100
90
80 1

70 1
60 _ O Good/Reasonable

] B Poor/No opinion
50 1+

40 4—
30 4+
20 1+
10 4—
0

auly
I

olpsweled m

(Aouabiawg)
aouenNquy -

podsuea]
leydsoH

(Aouabiawg)
aoljod

(Ajunwwo))
99l1l0d

(60% of respondents had notused these senices)

Area for action: - Encourage greater presence and liaison with the local police
and more activities for young people.

Shopping

With very little opportunity to shop in Bentley, itis not surprising that there was a
wide range of places where residents obtained their day to day supplies. Groceries
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were bought either in a superstore (71%) or Capel St Mary (15%). Although
newspapers can be delivered in the village (5% ) many people preferred to buy
them in Capel St. Mary (55%).

Area for action: - Support any initiatives (e.g. Community shop) to provide local
shopping services.

Mail/ Post Office

Most respondents were happy with the location of mail boxes (57%) and deliveries
(48%) although 23% thought the size of the box opening was poor. The Capel St.
Mary Post Office is used by 88% of residents for postal services, 74% for vehicle
taxand bills, 25% for passports, 23% for information leaflets, 21.1 % for banking
and saving, 19.1% for currency exchange, 12.6% for pensions and allowances and
17.6% for otherservices.

Capel Post Office usage

| O 9% of respondents

Passports

Postal services
Vehicle tax and bills
Information leaflets
Banking and saving
Currency exchange
Other services

Pensions and allowances

Area for action: - Support the provision of local Post Office services and the
return of a Post Office in Bentley.

Village Hall

60% of residents were aware of what was available at the village hall, 34% were
not aware and 5% were not interested. 504 people responded regarding a
community shop, 52% would use it weekly and 30% occasionally.

Area for action: - Develop a wider range of facilities and events in the new village
hall.

13
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Local Environment

Protection

When asked what should be done to protect the local environment, recycling
topped the list at 68%. Improved public transport scored 44%, energy saving 43%,
and reduction of traffic 40%. Litter picking was nominated by 37% and many
locations were listed in the textual question No. 63 where litter, dog fouling and fly
tipping was a problem.

Area for action: - Improve opportunities to recycle and organise regular litter
picking events.

Countryside

We live in a beautiful rural area and it is therefore not surprising that respondents
attached a great deal of importance to the question about features of the
surrounding countryside.

143 respondents (72%) thought that meadows and green fields are very important,
with only 12% offering no opinion or regarding them as not very special. A total of
456 people (94%) regard small woods as either very important or important and
88% attaching the same categories of importance to open spaces.

More than half thought hedges and ditches ‘very important’ with well over 24%
rating them ‘important. Traditional faim buildings were rated ‘very important’ by 198
people (41%) whereas 213 people (44%) rated modern farm buildings as ‘not very
special’.

Most respondents said that wild flowers (76%), birds (82%), wild animals (78%)
and insects (68%) were very important to the countryside around Bentley, although
up to 10% had no opinion.

Area for action: - Support local landowners to maintain the rural environment and
wildlife habitats.

Public Rights of Way

In the personal section, 465 people answered the question on footpaths and
bridleways.

397 (85%) said they know where the local paths are, with 58 (13%) saying they do
not know where they are. This number fell to 302 (64%) who said they can use
them without difficulty and increased to 79 (17%) who said they cannot use the
paths without difficulty. 320 people (68%) said the footpaths are well signposted
with 65 (14%) saying they are not well signposted. Because all public paths are
signposted from the roads in Bentley, this question may have been confused with
the need for waymarks; these are the direction arrows used for guidance along the
way.
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When asked whether they would be willing to maintain the footpaths, 89 people
(19%) said yes and 212 people (45%) said no, while 48 (10.3%) offered no
opinion. Only 37 respondents provided their contact details.

The main difficulties reported were bushes and nettles (36%), mud and water
(29%), difficultstiles (17%) and crops across paths (16%). However, 42% had
experienced no difficulties.

Area for action: - Support the waymarking and regular maintenance of public
paths. Organise self help work parties when required.

General
Parish Council

Parish Council meetings were attended by 9% within the last 3 months and 76%
rarely or never attended.

Attending Parish Council meetings
9%

5% O Within the last 3 months
10% B Within the last 6 months

O Within the last 12 months
55%
O Rarely
21%
B Never

Area for action: - Encourage greater interest in the work of the parish council.
Information

When asked about getting information about what is going on in Bentley, 479
people answered. The main sources of information were parish magazine (77%),
notice board (62%), community news (56%), village hall (17%) and local paper
(16%).

Area for action: - Develop better ways of distributing news about local matters
and events.
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Bentley Parish Plan — Action Plan
INTRODUCTION

Four years ago the Parish Council decided to undertake a review of
Bentley by undertaking the production of a Parish Plan. A Parish Plan
Group of six members of the community was formed in January 2005 to
act independently on behalf of the Parish Council in order to carry out
the project under the guidance of Suffolk Action with Communities in
Rural England (ACRE).

After undertaking training, the group set about producing a
questionnaire to gather the views of all the residents of Bentley from the
age of 16 years and upward. The questionnaire was delivered by a
team of volunteers to all 344 households in the parish and the
occupants invited to express their views and needs with regard to the
future of the village.

The population of Bentley is about 750 individuals and a surprisingly
high 80% percent of questionnaires were returned. The accumulated
data was subsequently analysed and a report published to highlight the
issues that were identified.

From that report, the Parish Plan Group and the volunteers met to
discuss the results and to formulate the basis for an Action Plan. The
Parish Plan Group completed the work to define the finer detail of the
Action Plan and submitted it to the Parish Council.

An Extra Ordinary Parish Council Meeting was held on 27 Sept 2007
and the Action Plan was discussed and formally adopted. There was
only one minor amendment to the plan that raised one of the priorities
that had been suggested by the Parish Plan Group.

This document is therefore a mandate of what the people of Bentley
want the Parish Council and associated agencies and individuals to
provide for them. It is a document that can be used to guide the work of
the council over the coming years. It will be visited regularly during the
years ahead to determine what progress has been made to make
Bentley an improved place for all.

John Wheals
(Chairman, Bentley Parish Plan Group)
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Category Issue identified from Parish Plan report Action required Lead Partners Resources | Priority
Organisation (A-C)
Access to Give full support to the Constable Country Liaise with the practice to find Parish Patient Support No cost A
Healthcare Medical Practice and seek to improve the ways to make improvements. Council Group
appointment system. Arrange for Practice Manager to Constable Country
address a Parish Council Medical Practice
Meeting.
Affordable Give consideration to a housing needs Seek District Council and Suffolk | Parish Babergh DC No cost B
Housing survey. ACRE advice and guidance. Council Suffolk ACRE
Facilities for | Extend the playgroup hours. Investigate possibilities of School Playgroup To be B
young providing comprehensive identified
children playgroup facilities linked to
Bentley school.
Develop a plan to provide a children’s play Identify a suitable area. Parish Village Halland LEA C
area. Council
Facilities for | Note the high level of retired residents. Encourage the formation of new | Parish Village Hall To be B
older people clubs and facilities aimed at the | Council Tuesday Club identified
older generation.
Public Seek an improved public transport timetable. | Improve the Bentley to Capel Parish Suffolk CC Self financing A
Transport service and question the need Council Bus operators
for a service via East End.
Community Develop a voluntary transport scheme. Develop a scheme from the Parish Volunteers identified | No cost B
Transport names provided during the Council in survey
survey.
Traffic Identify methods of reducing the speed and Identify various methods to Parish Suffolk CC Highways A
Management | amount of traffic passing through Bentley. implement changes to reduce Council Police Department

traffic and speeding. Press the
County Council to take action.




BENTLEY PARISH COUNCIL ACTION PLAN - 2007

Category Issue identified from Parish Plan report Action required Lead Partners Resources | Priority
Organisation (A-C)
Road & Develop proposals to improve the Seek plans to improve the Parish Suffolk CC Highways A
Footway Capel/Bergholt Road junction and provide junction and the possibilities for | Council Department
Maintenance | footways along Capel Road, Station Road extending the village roadside
and at the C426/A12 slip road junction. footways.
Public Rights | Support the waymarking and regular Undertake regular inspections of | Parish Suffolk CC Environment C
of Way maintenance of public paths. footpath signing and Council and Transport
maintenance requirements. Department
Organise self help work parties when Organise work parties from the Footpath Parish Council Self help C
required. names provided during the Society
survey.
Jobs & Local | Support a wide range of employment Continue to support existing Parish Babergh DC No cost C
Economy situations. employers. Control any major Council
industrial developments.
Shopping & Support the provision of local post office Although unlikely, support any Parish Royal Mail No cost to C
Services services and the return of a Post Office in move to provide post office Council parish
Bentley. services in Bentley.
Support any initiatives (e.g. Community shop) | Progress plans to provide a Parish Village Hall To be B
to provide local shopping services. community shop in the village Council identified
hall.
Provision of Encourage more residents to send their Provide the fullest support to School Bentley School No cost B
Local children to Bentley CEVC Primary School. Bentley school and advertise its | Governors PTA
schools virtues to Bentley residents. Parish Council




BENTLEY PARISH COUNCIL ACTION PLAN - 2007

Category Issue identified from Parish Plan report Action required Lead Partners Resources | Priority
Organisation (A-C)
Access to Develop the educational facilities available for | Identify suitable after school School staff Village Hall To be B
training and | all ages. clubs and facilities/interests for identified
skills young people.
development
Identify suitable training and Parish Village Hall To be B
skills development Council identified
facilities/interests for adults.
Built Extend the development envelope to allow Press Babergh DC to amend the | Parish Babergh DC No cost B
Environment | small groups of affordable/social/retirement local plan to allow extension if Council
housing to be built. required following a housing
needs survey.
Natural Support local landowners to maintain the Liaise with local landowners, Parish Tree Warden No cost C
Environment | rural environment and wildlife habitats. give consideration to a local bio- | Council Volunteers
diversity action plan. Landowners
Environment- | Organise regular litter picking events. Set up a litter picking team to Parish Volunteers identified | Minimal C
al Health and regularly clear the village. Council in survey
Pollution
Recycling & Improve opportunities to recycle. Advertise the recycling facilities | Parish Notice boards No cost B
Waste within the village, including the Council Bentley School
Management school operations. Community News
Babergh DC
Access to Develop better ways of distributing news Provide more village notice Parish Village Hall To be A
Information about local matters and events. boards to display information Council Community News identified

including Parish Councillor’s
CVs, event details, village hall
activities.
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Category Issue identified from Parish Plan report Action required Lead Partners Resources | Priority
Organisation (A-C)
Local Encourage greater interest in the work of the | Publish more information about | Parish Community News No cost C
Democracy Parish Council. Maintain Bentley as a Parish Councillors. Start running | Council
desirable location to live. Parish Council surgeries to
provide access to Parish
Councillors.
Community Develop a wider range of facilities and events | Expand the village hall Village Hall Parish Council To be B
Assets in the new village hall. management committee to identified
provide a wider range of ideas
and contacts for new activities.
Emergency Encourage greater presence and liaison with | Press for increased presence in | Parish Police No cost B
Planning the local police. the village and regular Council Neighbourhood Watch

Neighbourhood Watch liaison
meetings.
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BENTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Progress Report on Bentley Parish Plan

This plan was circulated to all in the Village and is a document to guide the work of Bentley Parish
Council over the coming years.

It contained several categories/issues for consideration and this report comments on the progress to
date. All matters are decided in open Parish Council meetings or by other authorities but are not alw ays
highlighted as being part of the Parish Action Plan. The purpose of this summary, therefore, is to bring
all these points together in one document to be read w ith the Plan circulated to all houses in the village.

Access to Healthcare.
Practice Manager from Constable Country Practice has attended Parish Council Meeting.

Affordable Housing
Housing Needs Survey being considered at a public meeting on 24th July

Facilities for Young Children
On going research and investigation to locate suitable site for play area and other provisions for
young children

Facilities for older People
Computer club being set up and Village Hall user group activities increasing. Bentley Village hall is
run by a separate Bentley Village Hall Manage ment Committee w hich is an independent Charity

Public Transport
Bus companies have re-instated a route to Capel St Mary

Community Transport
No progress to date

Traffic management

Speed survey carried out, ongoing dialogue to try to reduce hazards from speeding traffic. Chairman
of Parish Council and District Councillor on group to highlight problem areas and to seek solutions
from the appropriate responsible authorities.

Road and Footw ay maintenance
Site meetings held w ith County Council concerning footpath provisions in Bentley and in conjunction
with School Travel Plan.

Public Rights of Way
Parish Council supports w ork of Footpath Society and makes requests for action as necessary.

Jobs and Local Economy
Supports existing employers but tries to protect vilage from detrimental effects of new
developments, how ever these main decisions are made by other authorities.

Shopping and Services

No new proposals have yet been developed as no one has come forw ard with a business plan and
willingness to operate a Post Office, Shop or Community store in Bentley, in fact closure of Post
Offices is happening around the country

Provision of local schools
Bentley School is fully subscribed and 2008/9 numbers are already agreed. A new Sixth Form

College (SWISS) is planned for the Copdock interchange area opposite the Holiday Inn Hotel

Access to Training and skills development

The IT Club has been formed and is seeking funding for development. Bentley School has a new
extension to the main building and is at present investigating the concept of ‘Extended Schooling’
provision.



Built Environment
A Housing Needs survey is under discussion and a public information meeting is to be held on the

24™ July involving Suffolk ACRE.

Natural Environment
Regular reports from Village Tree Warden highlight areas of concern and action w hich the Parish
Council considers.

Environmental Health and Pollution
Litter picks have been purchased and several litter picks have been arranged as well as volunteer
work carried out. Babergh are regularly contacted to remove fly tipping material.

Recycling and Waste Management
Bottle and Paper Banks are prominently located at the Village Hall

Access to Information

A new village Notice Board has been placed at the Village Hall Car Park next to the walkw ay. The
Parish Council has financially supported the new local Magazine w hich goes out to all houses in the
village and the editorial control is within the village. Notes of Parish Council matters are supplied and
reported.

Local Democracy

Parish Council members are available for discussion before and after every Parish Council meeting
in the Village Hall. Names and Telephone numbers of all Councillors are published on the village
notice board.

Appointments can be made directw ith the Clerk for all official business. clerk@bentleypc.org.uk

Community Assets

Village Hall Manage ment Committee AGM elected new members and the Committee handle matters
and they report that the new village Hall is self financing and gives priority to, and encourages, new
local user groups

Emergency Planning

Babergh District Council have just delivered to all houses in the village a booklet produced by the
Community Safety Partnership called “Babergh Be Safer” w hich contains a wealth of information.
Police Direct service to alert people by telephone or e-mail is now working well and we have an
active Community Support Officer around the area on a bicycle. We have also had a street meeting
with the Community Safety Officer at the Village Hall in June.

3™ July 2008 Bentley Parish Council for Parish Council Meeting, Notice Board and Bentley Bugle.



