Core Strategy Focused Review Examination

Inspector: Julia Gregory BSC(HONS) BTP MRTPI MCMI
Programme Officer: Annette Feeney

Tel: 01449 724 554 Mobile: 07748 624 953 annette.feeney@midsuffolk.gov.uk

Mr Stephen Andrews

Planning Policy Professional Lead
Mid Suffolk District Council

131 High Street

Needham Market

Suffolk

IP6 8DL

18 April 2012
Dear Mr Andrews

Core Strategy Focused Review examination and Stowmarket Area Action Plan

I thought that it would be helpful to outline the way ahead with regard to the examination of the Core Strategy Focused Review (CSFR) and the Stowmarket Area Action Plan (SAAP).  This letter should be published on the relevant examination web pages.  I have also arranged for my Programme Officer to copy it to those who have made representations on both plans.

I should point out firstly, that it is not my intention to hold any hearings in respect of the examination of the SAAP until I have finished my reporting on the CSFR.

I do not intend to hold a pre-hearing meeting in respect of the examination of CSFR.  I will consider any representations made in respect of the Framework and Planning Policy for Traveller Sites consultation that I have asked you to carry out when they have been received.  Representations made may necessitate additional hearing sessions but I do not intend to hold back from arranging dates for main hearing sessions.  

Initially I would like to hold two days of hearing sessions sometime in the last week of June or in early July subject to the availability of rooms and the availability of the various parties who wish to participate.  I have asked my Programme Officer to check with parties who have made representations whether they would like to take part.  I will also be asking some supporters to take part in the round table discussions where this would be helpful to the examination.  

I intend to carry out some site visits both within and outside the District in neighbouring authorities.  These could potentially take place the day after the last hearing session.

The hearing sessions will centre around discussions about sustainability, the duty to co-operate, employment and housing issues.  I will be looking at these matters in the light of recent changes to national planning policy.  My initial view is that the main issues are as follows in bold typeface:

Whether the CSFR is in general conformity with the Regional Strategy.

Whether the CSFR complies with the policies of the Framework and whether the CSFR adequately addresses the national presumption in favour of sustainable development.

Whether the Council has complied with the duty to co-operate.  This includes in relation to planning issues that cross administrative boundaries, particularly those that relate to strategic priorities, for the mutual benefit of neighbouring authorities.  It would be helpful if representatives of Forest Heath District Council, St Edmundsbury Borough Council, Babergh District Council, Ipswich Borough Council, Suffolk County Council and the Haven Gateway Partnership could be invited to take part in the discussion.  I appreciate that not all have made representations pertinent to this issue, but they seem from the evidence to be those most relevant to provide input on the issue.  It would be helpful to me to hear their views if they are willing to participate.  I have asked my Programme Officer to liaise with you to obtain contact details.

Whether the amount and distribution of economic development is appropriate, justified, sustainable and supported by a sound evidence base.  I intend that the hearing session on this matter will be linked to discussion in respect of the duty to co-operate.

Whether the amount and distribution of housing land would meet the full objectively assessed need for market and affordable housing in the housing market area as far as would be consistent with the policies of the Framework and whether this housing provision would be deliverable within the plan period. 

My questions will centre around these issues.  I will let you have my questions on these matters depending on the date of the hearings, but probably by Wednesday 2 May.  Statements in response to these questions should then be submitted to my Programme Officer by Wednesday 13 June which I would anticipate would be two weeks before the hearing sessions.  I would wish to carry out my reporting as soon after the close of hearing sessions as is reasonably possible.  

I will contact you again to determine the appropriate course of action for the examination of SAAP once I have determined whether the CSFR is legally compliant and sound and I have made my recommendation to the Council.  I will need to review the main issues and hearing sessions for the SAAP in the light of developments.  I will give the opportunity for written statements to be updated given the passage of time and changes to national policy since statements were originally requested.

I would also like to draw to your attention the implications of the amended sections 20-23 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.  These came into force on 15 January.  The only changes that I can now deal with are main modifications addressing soundness/legal compliance.  Minor post submission changes will not be a matter for examination or endorsement in my reports.  These are matters solely for the Council for which they will be accountable on adoption.

The effect of this in respect of both the examination of the SAAP and the CSFR is that if either plan needs any modifications to make it sound, I will not be able to recommend these changes unless you make a specific request for me to do so.  I thought that I should bring to the Council’s attention that this request would need to be by way of a formal notification to request modifications under section 20 (7C).  

If modifications were necessary to make the CSFR sound and these are not requested, my report would be confined to identifying any soundness or legal compliance failures and recommending non-adoption of the plan.  Please bear this in mind as the examination of the CSFR progresses.  I will refer to this matter again if necessary.

Please contact my Programme Officer with any queries that you may have regarding the content of my letter.

Yours sincerely,

Julia Gregory

Annette Feeney, Programme Officer, Mid Suffolk District Council, 131 High Street, Needham Market, Ipswich, Suffolk IP6 8DL.
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